
R.F. Pettigrew  March                  
2018 

From the Principal’s Desk 
R.F. Pettigrew                 
Elementary School          
7900 W. 53rd Street                           
Sioux Falls, SD  57106                          
605-362-3560 

Relay Service for Hearing Im-
paired:   dial 711, then desired 
number 

Principal                                             
Mr. Kevin Dick,                                     
Kevin.Dick@k12.sd.us 

School Hours                                    
8:10 a.m. to 2:55 p.m. 

Playground is supervised begins 
at 7:50 am                                                                                
If your Child is sick…                           
If your child will miss school be-
cause of illness, please call the office 
at 362-3560 before 8:30am.  Feel 
free to leave a message on the 
voicemail if you have trouble getting 
through or if you need to call before 
school hours. 

If your child will be absent in the 
morning, but will return by his/her 
lunch time, remember to call the 
office before 8:30am to add to the 
day’s lunch count.  Otherwise, you 
must pack a lunch to   ensure your 

child has something to eat. 

Check out the NEW RFP Website: 

https://www.rfpettigrew.org/ 

Up to date information                                               
and volunteer opportunities! 

PTO Board Contact Information 

Vice President:  Sarah Olimb 

sarahkolimb@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Sarah Stokes                                
smstokes@sio.midco.net 

Treasurer:  Janet Schlueter                              
rfptreasurer@outlook.com 

Co-Presidents:                                                                                                
April Grabow                                                                       

april_grabow@yahoo.com                                                                              
And                                                                                                         

Marianne Mergen                                                                                              
mariannelynn@hotmail.com 

School safety is always a priority at Pettigrew Elementary.  The 
following information has been repeated in the past, but I think it 
is good information for us to review from time to time.  The last 
paragraph outlines a new procedure that will be coming to Petti-
grew in the upcoming weeks.  One of the important components 
of this goal is to assure that our building is secure at all times.  

With over 900 students in attendance at Pettigrew every day, this is a big task, 
but it is one that we take seriously and work hard to ensure that all visitors have 
been checked in through the office, and that we know the intentions of all visi-
tors to our facility.  This is quite a change from the not too distant past when 
parents and visitors could freely move around the halls of our schools and 
could enter a classroom at any time.  We also acknowledge the inconvenience 
this causes people from time to time in our front office and appreciate people’s 
cooperation, but once again, our policy and current practice expect us to be 
consistent with our procedures in the office.  

 In today’s environment, all citizens are encouraged to “See something, Say 
Something”, and we would ask this same thing of parents at Pettigrew.  If you 
see an adult attempting to gain access to Pettigrew School in any means oth-
er than through the check in at the front door, a simple reminder to this person 
that they must check in at the front desk may be all that is required.  If an indi-
vidual is attempting to enter the building from any other door than the front 
door (unless a staff member is accompanying them), this should be reported to 
the closest staff member, or to the front office.  We have the following sign in-
scribed on the glass of each of our exterior doors, and it is the expectation that 
all parents and visitors will follow this expectation.  ATTENTION: ALL VIS-
IT0RS--- FOR SECURITY REASONS, ENTER THROUGH FRONT 
DOORS ONLY, SIGN IN AT THE OFFICE, AND RECEIVE A VISITOR 
BADGE.   

�

Continued on Page 2 
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The procedure at the front office to receive a visitor’s badge, is to ring the buzzer beside the front door, to stand in front of the 
camera that is on the same box as the buzzer button, and when the staff answer the buzzer, identify yourself and your intention 
or reason for entering the school.  Staff will admit you by releasing the door (a slight click will be heard at the door), and the 
visitor is expected to sign in with time and destination or purpose for entering the school.  A government issued, photo ID is 
required by the office staff for checking in, and when that has been received, a visitor badge is issued which should be worn 
and displayed while on the grounds of the school at all times.  The badge is returned to get the ID back, and signing out can be 
done by indicating the time the individual left the building.  There are some exceptions to this procedure, and it involves the 
events that occur occasionally at school, when a large number of visitors will be entering the school at about the same time.  
Examples of this are a presentation to parents by a class or team of students, one of our three planned school-wide parties, or 
other parent-involvement activities in the classroom.  In these cases, to make it more feasible for everyone and to save some 
time, we ask that parents come through the front door, sign in and wear a visitor sticker on their clothing.  Then, when they 
leave, they don’t need to sign out, but just remove the sticker and discard it.  Any evening event such as a concert in the gym is 
a public event, so access is gained through the main lobby doors, and the west side of the building is secured with another set 
of doors just beyond the Multi-Purpose Room in the hall.  Kids Inc, which is the district afterschool care component at our 
facility, also strives to maintain a secure environment.  For this reason, parents are all provided a door badge that allows them 
to come in only the front lobby doors from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm, to pick up their student.  If a parent needs to go anywhere else 
in the school building by the student check out for Kids, Inc, this must be approved by Kids, Inc staff or the staff that may be 
present in the building.  Regular office hours at Pettigrew are from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

Here is a link to a video that the school district has provided the community to outline these expectations and other infor-
mation about school safety. https://youtu.be/ixWgQoT3qm4   It is important for us as community members, to be vigilant in 
our expectation that all our fellow citizens will follow these procedures.  Anyone not following them should be reported to the 
office, and they may be escorted from the building or it could impact their ability to gain access to our building in the future.   
Other school district information about school and student safety can be found at this site:  http://www.sf.k12.sd.us/parents/
safe-and-secure-schools-information?highlight=WyJzYWZlIiwic2VjdXJlIl0= 

 In its ongoing quest to maintain the highest level of student and staff safety, the Sioux Falls School District will be in-
stalling a visitor management system at Pettigrew.  This system has been implemented in some high schools and other schools 
in Sioux Falls, so visitors to these schools may be familiar with this system, already.  This system requires all visitors to produce 
a government issued ID prior to entry during school hours.  An ID badge will be generated which MUST be worn in a visible 
location while you are in the building.  Parents and visitors are reminded that when this system is in place, they should have 
their ID available when coming to school during the school day, or when the office is open.  Further detailed information 
about the school district's Visitor Policy, ECAB-R can be viewed at the Safe and Secure site on the District website: 
www.sf.k12.sd.us .   
 Don’t forget about our upcoming March PTO meeting, where all Pettigrew parents are invited to hear an important 
message from Mr. Zach Seefeldt, a registered counselor with StrongHold Counseling Service.  He has worked with a number of 
patients and families that have been impacted by inappropriate use of the internet, and wants to bring some of his research and 
an important message to families of Pettigrew students.  This meeting will be an adult only meeting with no child care provid-
ed, so families are requested to make arrangements for school aged students, or have only one parent attend the meeting.  This 
should be some important information to be share with all of us. 
 Pettigrew staff will be working together on classroom assignments for the 2018-2019 school year in the coming weeks 
and months.  Our goal is to ensure a well-balanced blend in each classroom.  We realize that parents and guardians may wish to 
provide input about how your child learns best.  You may obtain a PARENTAL INPUT FORM in the school office for you 
to offer this input.  This is NOT a form to request a specific teacher’s classroom by name, but rather to tell a bit about the en-
vironment that your child learns best within.  All input must be in writing on this confidential form and returned to the Petti-
grew School office by Friday, April 6.  Information from this form will be considered.  However, to allow us to achieve a set 
of balanced classrooms, the final decision for student placement rests with the school administrators. 
 March is coming in like a lamb, so we will have to wait and see if this type of weather holds for the rest of the month, 
and what it goes out into April like.  Don’t forget to Spring Forward with your clocks and time pieces on Sunday, March 11, as 
we enter Daylight Savings Time this month as well.  We are wishing our friends and family a great month of March. 

Continued from Page 1 
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Wanted! 
Fun Pictures for the 2017-2018 Pettigrew Yearbook 

Pettigrew PTO organizes a fun yearbook with our  students’ school pictures and candid photos from 
throughout the year.  Parents– please send in some of  your favorite pictures from classroom parties, 
band and orchestra events, 2nd grade musical, field trips, pizza bingo, skating parties, sky zone night and 
field day as well as any other candid shots from our kids throughout the year!    

 

Send photos along with info such as students pictured, class room numbers, event, etc. to: 

Sarah Stokes at:  PettigrewYearbook@sio.midco.net 

School District Policy JH outlines the importance of  Student Attendance.   

Sioux Falls Schools and Pettigrew Elementary believe that ten or more absences 
in a school year is considered to be excessive, except for extenuating medical  
conditions. 

The district procedure is to notify parents by letter when their child reaches the  
5-day and 8-day threshold of  absences.  At Pettigrew, this is done via e-mail to 
the parents’ email addresses we have on file in the office. 

If  you have any questions about these notices or this policy, please contact the 
administration of  Pettigrew Elementary. 

Thank you for working with us to achieve regular attendance for your student. 
�

Attendance Notice 
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School Safety 
By Dr. Brian Maher, Superintendent 

 

No matter your political affiliation or your interpretation of the U.S. Constitution and its Amendments, we 
can all agree that the tragic school shooting in Parkland, FL and all others before it, have changed what was 
once considered a “normal” day in our nation’s schools.  Playground behavior and student attendance will 
always remain high on our list of challenges, but student and staff safety crept to the top spots years ago. 

 For nearly a decade now, the Sioux Falls School District has been actively reviewing, revising and 
practicing its safety plans under the watchful eye of an onsite Risk Manager and our partners with the Sioux Falls Police 
Department.  Walk-throughs are done annually at each building to review placement for security cameras to eliminate pos-
sible trouble spots.  Each school identifies a team of highly-trained staff to assist with practice drills and safety exercises.  
Resources are available at each school to aid in responding to a real emergency. 

 Let me just validate that it is reasonable for you, as parents and community members, to ask about the plans your 
schools have in place.  Some have asked to see our plans.  However, making those plans available to even one person 
makes every student and staff member vulnerable.   

What I can share with you is that these plans are crafted, revised, and reviewed regularly by a 2-Star Retired Major 
General of the US Army.  Robert Bray’s military uniform has rows of ribbons to mark his accomplishments.  In his civil-
ian clothes, we are incredibly lucky to have him serving as the District’s Risk Manager in charge of coordinating all emer-
gency response protocol.  Ret. MG Bray is quick to note that simple, but early interventions - such as people speaking-up 
when they have a concern - are the best prevention.  “See Something, Say Something” is a phrase we repeat often as a re-
minder of the responsibility each of us have in keeping our schools safe. 

 It is certainly a “new day” in our nation.  Students, parents, staff members, lawmakers, and other influential people 
are having important conversations about how schools can be safer.  The Florida tragedy is sparking student activism to 
the extent that we have not previously seen in recent years.  Through it all, your public schools will continue to teach the 
basic freedoms assured to each of us by the writers of the U.S. Constitution more than 200 years ago. 

 Words and actions that remain respectful are the only way to move our country forward.  

Coming in April! 
Pettigrew will be having a                
Flyboy Donut Fundraiser! 

Classrooms with the highest             
sales will be rewarded with a            

Donut Party! 
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Important Dates March/April 2018 

Date Time Activity 

March 5-16 As Sched Artist in Residence, Darwin Wolf 

Mar 7-May 14 Window Smarter Balance Assessment 

Tue Mar 6 5:00-8:00pm PTO Culvers Share Night (10% dine in sales to PTO)2509 S Louise 

Wed Mar 7 5:00-8:00pm PTO Culvers Share Night (10% dine in sales to PTO)2509 S Louise 

Thurs Mar 8 6:30-7:30 Science Fair in Pettigrew Gym 

Mon Mar 12 6:30-7:30 PTO Meeting in Library- Special Guest Speaker  

Thurs Mar 15 3:00-8:00pm Pettigrew Night at SkyZone 

Fri Mar 16 ALL DAY Pettigrew Spirit Wear Day 

Mar 30-Apr 3 ALL DAY NO SCHOOL– Spring Break 

Thurs Mar 29 1:00pm Early Dismissal– Staff  Inservice 

Fri Mar 23 ALL DAY Last Day of  Quarter 3 

Mon Mar 19 6:00-8:00 Roller Skating at Skate City 

April 4-May 4 Window Science Testing Grade 5 

Thurs Apr 5 3:30-8:00pm Kindergarten Roundup 

Thurs Apr 12 PM and 7pm 2nd grade Vocal Concert 

Congratulations to the following Pettigrew teachers who were nominated for 
the Dr. John W. Harris Sioux Falls Teacher of  the Year! 

Kim Euchner 

Mallory Begtrup 

Kayci Halbersma 
�

Amanda Kocmick 

Julie Stjernholm 

Amy Dreke 

Jenn Breidenbach 

Lindsay Weaver  

Meg McManus 
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We are looking for a couple new PTO Board Members for 
next year!  Help with planning our events, making             

monthly school newsletters, participate in                   
fundraising and organizing activities!   

If  this sounds like something you have interest in please 
attend our PTO meetings in March and April and contact 

our current Co-Presidents! 
April Grabow     april_grabow@yahoo.com       And         Marianne Mergen    mariannelynn@hotmail.com 

This year Pettigrew has Darwin Wolf  in the school as our Artist in Residence.   Dar-
win Wolf  is a well known sculptor right here in Sioux Falls!  Ask your child about this 

awesome experience they have had at school the past couple weeks.  Artist in Resi-
dence is a program that PTO helps bring to our school.   

Artist in             
Residence 
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Junior Achievement (JA) gives students hope for a better future.  More than 2,200 JA classroom vol-
unteers committed to teaching JA programs this school year.   The JA volunteers are empowering 
over 54,000 South Dakota students to achieve their dreams. 

JA volunteers are making it possible for students to learn about money, careers, and owning a busi-
ness!  By sharing their personal and professional experiences, JA volunteers guide students to make 
the connection between what they are learning in school and what they will need to succeed in work 
and life. 

Please extend a special thank you to the volunteers and teachers listed below who participated in JA 
during the 2017-18 school year.   Because of  this teacher/JA volunteer partnership, students are a 
step closer in preparing themselves to become our future leaders.    

If  you would be interested in sharing your knowledge and business experience with students in our 
community, or would like to sponsor a student for $25, please contact the JA office at (605)336-7318 
or jasd@ja.org.  A Junior Achievement experience will leave you feeling proud, energized, and hopeful 
about a better future for our young people. 
�

See the next page for Pettigrew’s list of  JA volunteers! 

Pettigrew Kindergarten Round-Up 

Pettigrew Library 

April 5th, 2018      3:30-8:00pm 
 

-If  you have a child in school already you can use the Parent Portal 

-If you DO NOT have a child already enrolled use the NEW ONLINE STUDENT REGISTRATION 

Please bring: Kindergarten registration forms (located on line or at Pettigrew), Certified copy of the child’s 
birth certificate, Copy of the child’s immunization record.  Bring these papers to the school your child will 
be attending to the Kindergarten night listed above or bring to Central Services over the summer 

Junior Achievement 
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� Sue Coomes            

Sarah Fischer          

Karla Gors               

Nicole Highby         

Jordan Seefeldt       

Jodi Stevenson        

Jennifer Brei-
denbach                
Stephanie Heil        

Jessica Herman      

Katie Ristau            

Tricia Runyan          

Sarah Thoene          

Sarah Hanson         

Jodi Haugland         

Megan McManus    

Michelle Nelson      

Anne Rock               

Anne Rock               

Lindsay Weaver      

Rhonda Begley        

Rhonda Begley        

Amanda Kocmick    

Holly Matzen          

Holly Matzen          

Melissa Simpson    

Shannon Som-
mervold                
Cathie Vortherms   

Stephanie Baxa       

Ashley Kracke          

Tiffany Mailey         

Julie Stjernholm      

Shannon Tomlin      

Amy Dreke              

Sarah Greer            

Kayci Halbersma     

Kayci Halbersma     

Myra Koerner          

Kendra Kooiker        

Amy Schaffner        

JA Our Families 

JA Our Families 

JA Our Families 

JA Our Families 

JA Our Families 

JA Our Families 

JA Our Community 

JA Our Community 

JA Our Community 

JA Our Community 

JA Our Community 

JA Our Community 

JA Our City 

JA Our City 

JA Our City 

JA Our City 

JA Our City 

JA Our City 

JA Our City 

JA Our Region 

JA Our Region 

JA Our Region 

JA Our Region 

JA Our Region 

JA Our Region 

JA Our Region 

JA Our Region 

JA Our Nation 

JA Our Nation 

JA Our Nation 

JA Our Nation 

JA Our Nation 

JA Ourselves 

JA Ourselves 

JA Ourselves 

JA Ourselves 

JA Ourselves 

JA Ourselves 

JA Ourselves 

Melissa Brinkman 

Stephanie Rebnord 

Andrew Paradise 

Greg Jasmer 

Melanie MacDonald 

Aaron Austin 

Jason Breidenbach 

Kristi Thury 

Erica Ihnen 

Alisha Palmer 

Scott Speer 

Anne Riley 

Jackie Frederiksen 

Linda Duba 

Evan Brown 

Jennifer Stevens 

Chad Kriech 

Sadie Bell 

John Currier 

Angela McCoy 

Cassandra Duggan 

Angela Shaw 

Katie Anderson 

Kelley Walsh 

Tom Parker 

John Gintvainis 

Laurie Smid 

Kristin Dorris 

Adam Renelt 

Matt McMillen 

Angela Woolridge 

Evelyn Rotgers 

Gretchen Galles 

Lonna Houchin 

Sadie Haugen 

Shanon Kerkhove 

Carolyn Braaten 

Brenda Schut 

Kayla Galliger 

PREMIER Bankcard 

Dorsey & Whitney Trust Company, LLC 

Cigna Corporation 

DakotaCare 

Wells Fargo Education Financial Services 

The Bancorp Bank 

Interstates Control Systems Inc. 

Raven Industries 

CCC Information Services Group Inc. 

The First National Bank in Sioux Falls 

The First National Bank in Sioux Falls 

Cigna Corporation 

The First National Bank in Sioux Falls 

EmBe 

Great Western Bank 

U.S. District Court District of South Dakota 

First Bank & Trust 

First Bank & Trust 

Sammons Financial Group 

American Bank & Trust 

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 

The First National Bank in Sioux Falls 

The Evangelical Lutheran Good Samaritan Society - 
National Office 
Reliabank 

Limestone, Inc. 

CCC Information Services Group Inc. 

Daktronics, Inc. 

Citigroup Inc. 

Back in Balance Family Chiropractic 

Dorsey & Whitney Trust Company, LLC 

The First National Bank in Sioux Falls 

Sammons Financial Group 

MetaBank 

Total Card, Inc. 

PREMIER Bankcard 

Sammons Financial Group 

  

Sammons Financial Group 

MetaBank 
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