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From the Principal’s Desk: 

As the calendar turns to November and the weather changes seasons 

too, it is time to continue to be thankful for our blessings at Pettigrew 

and in Sioux Falls.  The dedicated families in our school community 

that have high expectations for their children and for our school are 

to be held among some of our greatest blessings.  We so enjoy the 

partnership we have with the Pettigrew families, as we endeavor to 

accomplish great things in the area of academics with our youngsters.  

This week is an approximate mid-term between NWEA MAP testing 

sessions from fall and winter (January), and so it might be a great time for a family to discuss 

with students the goals they had set for themselves in September, based on their performance 

on that assessment and the discussion with the teacher.  It would be great to encourage 

students toward these goals, and to take this midterm opportunity to focus on what needs to 

happen before December, to meet these goals. 

One of the important strategies to improve achievement is time spent in literacy activities in a 

variety of different settings.  As families pursue the desire to spend time with their children, 

building up reading skills and helping them to learn to love books, reading aloud becomes an 

important activity to do together.  Here are some other ideas of activities that families can 

observe to increase reading enjoyment.   

 Read regularly.  Try to read to your child every day.  You might aim for 10 to 15 minutes 

of bedtime reading for a peaceful end to the day.  Bring along a book and read to him or 

her during a sibling’s sports practice.  Or curl up together with a book when you get 

home from work.   

 Take Turns choosing books.  Your youngster may want to hear old favorites again and 

again.  That’s fine!  When it’s your turn to pick, add new titles and variety, such as 

nonfiction and poetry.   

 Let them participate.   Ask your child to turn the pages while you read.  Also, he or she 

can finish the sentences they know.  Go slowly so that they have time to understand the 

story and look at the illustrations.  They will enjoy read-aloud time more if they play an 

active role.   

 Be playful.   You can use different voices for different characters (a high squeaky voice 

for a mouse or a deep, booming voice for a horse).  Or substitute your youngster’s name 

for the main character’s name, and use family members’ names for others.  You don’t 

have to be an expert reader—your child will love it when you read aloud just because it 

is you!!   

Check out these Read Aloud Favorite Book Pick Suggestions:  Biblioburro: A True Story from 

Columbia by Jeanette Winter; Dragons Love Tacos by Adam Rubin; Just a Second by Steve 

Jenkins; Bedtime is Canceled by Cece Meng. 



Writing is another important component in our literacy work with students and is another 

important activity that parents can have a large impact on a student’s performance.  Here are 

some ideas that can be used in the area of doing writing that makes sense.  When a child learns 

to write, their stories may not always make sense to others.  You can help their ideas flow 

logically with the following ideas:   

1. Even if your youngster isn’t writing sentences yet, they can tell you stories.  As he or 

she describes the new class pet or something funny that happened at lunch, you can jot 

down the tale.  They can then practice relating events in a logical order, and that can 

help him or her when he or she writes.   

2.  Let you child read his or her stories to you.  Ask questions to encourage him or her to 

add information (“What did you do with your friends at recess?”) or clear up a confusing 

part (“Who said, ‘Let’s go home—you or your brother?”)   

All of the staff at Pettigrew want to join together to wish you a very blessed Thanksgiving 

season, and may your family be able to gather at some point during this season and continue to 

remember the blessings that they continue to enjoy in Sioux Falls and at Pettigrew School.  The 

fall season will quickly make way for winter, and with it, the beginning to the year-ending 

holiday season will soon be here, too.  We hope this transition finds your family happy, 

satisfied, and thankful for everything they enjoy. 
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P ET T I G R E W  P T O
activities + events

Coupon Book Fundraiser

Thank you to all who participated for making the 
fundraiser a huge success!

The next PTO meeting will be November 4, 2019 
@ 6pm. 

Join us as Sanford fit representatives show parents 
and teachers the new Sanford fit website and share 
some of the free resources available to families. 
There will be a kids activity!! KIDS WELCOME!!

Coming in December

Look for an announcement of a special 
session of the PTO to learn about the 
Outdoor Classroom in planning for 
Pettigrew’s grounds. Rick Foster, the 
landscaper behind the design, will be 
present to answer questions and share 
material options. 

For more information about the project, 
visit: https://www.rfpettigrew.org/outdoor-
classroom



Join us for the next meeting of the RF Pettigrew PTO. We will be joined by the 
Sanford fit team who will share their new website, tell us about free resources for 
parents and teachers, and lead kids in a fun “fit” activity! Together we can make a 
difference by helping kids make healthy choices for life. KIDS ARE WELCOME! 
Child care will be provided in the gym for the second part of the meeting. 

Learn more about Sanford fit here: https://fit.sanfordhealth.org/

R.F. Pettigrew PTO Meeting
Monday, November 4

R.F. Pettigrew Elementary
6:00 - 7:00 pm 

KIDS ARE WELCOME AT THIS EVENT!



$190 bond progress – 1 year later 

By Dr. Brian Maher, Superintendent 

 

Last September, the Sioux Falls voters overwhelmingly said ‘yes’ to a $190 million plan 

that would result in three new schools and over $40 million worth of safety, security, 

accessibility, and equity upgrades to 14 of our already existing schools. Since that 'yes' 

vote only 14 months ago, a great deal of progress has been made on the plan.  You may 

recall that enrollment continues to climb upward causing some schools to be at 

maximum capacity. That trend continues.  Our official Fall 2019 enrollment jumped by 

196 students and put us over the 24,000 mark for the first time in the history of the 

District and further emphasizing the need for more space “to educate and prepare each student to 

succeed in a changing world.” 

For months, I liked to compare the work being done on the projects to the adage of seeing the 

duck on the water gliding downstream. On the surface, it doesn't look like much is happening, but 

underneath there is a lot of paddling going on. Until recently, a great deal of 'underwater' work was 

happening, including design development, strategy, and what’s next. Now, we are finally starting to see 

the fruit of that labor. 

Following the groundbreakings at Thomas Jefferson High School and Ben Reifel Middle School 

earlier this summer, construction has moved full steam ahead. Footing, foundation outlines, and even 

some upward construction can be found at both Jefferson and Ben Reifel, giving the community a 

glimpse of what's yet to come. Site utilities at both locations are also close to being complete. 

While the construction of the new schools was a critical piece of the bond plan, there are many 

other pieces to this puzzle, including several much-needed tender love and care projects at already 

existing schools. 

One project that has wrapped up is the much-needed music addition and renovation that took 

place over the summer at Memorial Middle School. Operational Services Director Jeff Kreiter and his 

team worked tirelessly over the summer months, adding on to the already existing music space on the 

north end of the school. They were able to extend the space without much disruption, adding practice 

rooms and storage spaces for instruments. 

I feel great about where we are at in the process. Jeff Kreiter and his team have been working 

diligently to get things done in a timely and cost-effective manner. While there is still a long way to go 

until all the projects are completed and the doors of the new schools open in the fall of 2021 (our 

fingers are crossed for a mild winter) we are eager to report that as of now, we are both on time and 

budget.  We look forward to the new opportunities all of this construction will provide for our students 

in the future. 

 



 

 

How can we help 200 families in need?  Help us 

meet this challenge and show how CARING  

R.F. Pettigrew Elementary is! 

The R.F. Pettigrew Student Council would like to issue a 

challenge to our school to see if we can help 200 families 

through donations of the following items! 

            The Collection will take place 

November 25th and 26th! 

   Kindergarten -Bars of Soap 

1st/2nd/3rd grade-Deodorant/Shampoo 

(bottles to fit in a gallon ziploc bag please) 

4th/5th grade- Rolls of Toilet paper 

             (packages, not individual rolls, please) 

These items will be made into Hygiene packs to be distributed through an organization called 

Food to You: Mobile Food Pantry.  Below is a little about what this organization does each week 

during the month.  Check out their website: www.mobilefoodpantry.org 

 

 

 

The first four Thursdays of each month the Mobile Food Pantry, an outreach of Charis Ministry Partners, provides grocery distribution at 

four sites. Individuals and families can use the Mobile Food Pantry once each month to receive groceries and personal hygiene item for 

their household. The items people receive (produce, bread, eggs, pastries, and the “food of the month”) help fill the gaps between what 

welfare assistance programs provide and what people actually need each month. 

http://www.mobilefoodpantry.org/


 

Share the 

Warmth 

Do you have winter gear that your children have outgrown?   

Consider donating!   

Each year, we have students at Pettigrew who need a nice 

warm coat and snow gear. If this is something you can help 

with, please send gently used items to the front office.  Thank 

you!!   

*extra items we don’t need will be shared amongst all students in 

Sioux Falls who need winter gear. 

 

Waterproof 
winter 

gloves/mittens 

Boots 

Snow pants 

 

Coats 



 

Please consider supporting the 

14th Annual Project Warm-Up 

Saturday, December 14th 

11:00-3:00 

Sonia Sotomayor Elementary School 

1510 S Lake Avenue 

Over the past 13 years Project Warm-Up has collected and distributed 

over 22,000 blankets to local children and families in need due to 

financial hardship, family tragedy, illness, loss of  home due to flood, 

tornado, fire or poverty.  

Project Warm-Up is fully funded by the generous donations of  

wonderful people in our local communities.  

To continue to our mission- 

We need your help!  

Host a blanket making party with your club, team, youth group, book 

club, colleagues, class, family, or friends! 

Donate funds 

Donate fleece (sizes: 1.25 yard, 1.5 yard, 1.75 yard, or 2 yards) 
Donations can be dropped off  at Sonia Sotomayor Elementary 

School or the Instructional Planning Center 

Join us on Saturday, December 14th at Sonia Sotomayor 

for the biggest blanket-making party ever! 

Thank you for helping us, help others!  

For more information contact: 

Tracy Vik : Tracy.vik@k12.sd.us 

605-360-4858 

Like us on Facebook: Project Warm-Up 

www.projectwarmup.org 

file:///C:/Users/tv011/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/IKPHI2ZF/www.projectwarmup.org


 

Prairie West Library Events 
November & December 2019 

www.siouxlandlib.org | 978-6899 

 

 
Kids Create 
Wednesdays from 3:15 p.m. to 4 p.m. – K to 5th Grade 
Registration is not required 
Explore your creative side through stories, crafts, games, and activities.  
 
 

 
November 6 – Diary of a Mystery Animal 
November 13 – Lakota Tipi 
November 20 – Fancy Feathers 
November 27 – No Program 

December 4 – Exploring Differences 
December 11 – DIY Rocks  
December 18 – Fairy Tale Characters on 
                          Vacation 
December 25 – No Program 

 
 

Special Events 
For ages 3-8 
 

Light Up the Dark Storytime 
Saturday, November 2 from 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
Light up the dark during storytime with activities and crafts that glow. 
Storytime starts at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Winter Princess Event  
Saturday, December 7 from 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon.  

Storytime at 10:30 a.m., followed by icy crafts and frosty activities.   
 
 

Library Closed 
Monday, November 11 
Thursday, November 28 
Wednesday, December 25 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

For the safety and comfort of children, a 
parent or responsible caregiver should be with 
their children while they are using the Library. 
Parents are responsible for supervising their 
children in the Library. The Library is not able 
to provide long- or short-term care. 

If an ADA accommodation is needed, 
please contact the City of Sioux Falls 
Human Relations Office at 367-8745 or 
humanrelations@siouxfalls.org at least 72 
hours before the event. 

http://www.siouxlandlib.org/
mailto:humanrelations@siouxfalls.org


If an ADA accommodation is needed, please contact the City of Sioux Falls Human Relations 
Office at 367-8745 or humanrelations@siouxfalls.org at least 72 hours before the event.
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NATIVE AMERICAN GENEALOGY RESEARCH IN SOUTH DAKOTA
Sunday, November 3, 1:30–4:30 p.m.
Downtown Library, 200 North Dakota Avenue, Sioux Falls
Virginia Hansen from the South Dakota State Historical Society 
Archives will teach researchers about genealogy sources and 
techniques that are sometimes exclusive to Native Americans. 
She will discuss strategies and sources for establishing tribal 
affiliations and confirming familial relationships. Seating is 
limited and registration is recommended at www.siouxlan-
dlib.org or call 367-8700.

DAKOTA DAUGHTERS
Tuesday, November 5, 7–9 p.m.
Ronning Branch, 3100 East 49th Street, Sioux Falls
Follow the perspectives of three women as they describe actual 
events in the West from 1865–1890, leading up to the Wound-
ed Knee Massacre. The women are Native American, 
African-American, and Euro American.

GOOD EARTH STATE PARK AT BLOOD RUN: 
PAST PRESENT AND FUTURE
Thursday, November 7, 6:30–7:30 p.m.
Ronning Branch, 3100 East 49th Street, Sioux Falls
Naturalist Jen Nuncio will recount Blood Run’s history as a 
settlement for thousands of Native Americans, and how it 
became a state park.

EXPLORING NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE
Monday, November 4, 18, and 25; 3:45–4:30 p.m.
Caille Branch, 4100 Carnegie Circle, Sioux Falls
Explore Native American Heritage Month with stories and crafts. 
For kids in grades K–5.

KIDS DISCOVER—WEAVING
Wednesday, November 6, 4–4:45 p.m.
Caille Branch, 4100 Carnegie Circle, Sioux Falls
Learn weaving techniques. For kids in grades 3–6.

KIDS CREATE-LAKOTA TIPI
Wednesday, November 13, 3:15–4 p.m.
Prairie West Branch, 7630 West 26th Street, Sioux Falls
The Siouxland Heritage Museum will present on how to use 
buffalo hides and lodge pole pine trees to construct a tipi. For 
kids in grades K–5. 

LAKOTA LANGUAGE CLASS
Sunday, November 10, 2–3 p.m.
Downtown Library, 200 North Dakota Avenue, Sioux Falls
Tim Easter, who teaches Lakota language and culture, will lead 
the class. All ages and abilities welcome.

THE BEAT OF NATIVE DRUMS
Monday, November 25, 12–12:30 p.m. 
Downtown Library, 200 North Dakota Avenue, Sioux Falls
The Roosevelt High School Native American Drumming group will 
perform and explain the meaning of song important to their culture.

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH CELEBRATION
Wednesday, November 27, 10–10:45 a.m.
Downtown Library, 200 North Dakota Avenue, Sioux Falls
Celebrate Native American Heritage month! Listen to stories 
and songs, then create a dreamcatcher. Presented by the 
Roosevelt High School Wowacintanka Club. 



THE OLDBOX TOPS CLIPS 

 

Traditional Box Tops clips are being phased out of production, but may continue to be found on many products 

throughout the store. You can still clip them and send them to school.  

Every valid Box Tops clip is worth 10¢ for your school. Make sure each one has a clearly visible product 

acronym and expiration date. 

*All valid Box Tops clips submitted per the Program Rules by a Coordinator(s) of (an) eligible, enrolled school(s) 

will be honored.   

THE NEWBOX TOPS LABELS 

 

Eventually the Box Tops program will become digital-only. Participating brands are starting to change their 

packaging from a traditional Box Tops clip to the new Box Tops label. 

If you see this label, use the new Box Tops app to scan your receipt. Box Tops are still worth 10¢ for your school. 

The app will find participating products purchased at any store and instantly add cash to your school’s earnings 

online. 

REMEMBER!  YOU CAN NOW ‘GIVE CREDIT’ TO YOUR CHILD WHEN SUBMITTING RECEIPTS.  JUST 

ENTER YOUR CHILD’S CLASSROOM #. 

 

Send your Coke codes in to your child’s classroom or scan/enter them at https://us.coca-cola.com/give/.   

 

https://us.coca-cola.com/give/


Box Tops 

 

This fall, our submission of clip able (the pink ones) box tops was $556.10 or 5561 

box tops.   

The online submissions (receipt scans on the app) were $193.12. 

The Coca Cola Gives program gave us $62.47.   

That’s a grand total of $811.69.  That’s all for just buying the things that you buy 

for your family.  Not too bad!!!  Keep them coming in! 

 

REMINDER!!  We are running a school wide challenge called  

Box Tops Across America 

Our goal is to receive box tops from every state in the United States.  Does your 

cousin live in Missouri?  Have them clip a few PINK box tops and mail them to you 

or the school (attn Box tops).  Make sure they include your child’s name and class 

#.  If they can’t find some pink clip able box tops, tell them to scan a receipt and 

give credit to R F Pettigrew PS.  They would need to do a screen print and mail 

that with your child’s name and classroom.  Are you headed to Florida for 

Christmas?  Make sure you send some box tops from your hotel!   

*the person’s return address needs to be on the envelope, so I can calculate 

distance from the school.   

Let’s have some fun with this challenge!! 



RF Pettigrew Elementary Night 
at Sky Zone 

Looking for an exciting way to earn money for your school? 
Stay fit and have fun with your friends and family at Sky Zone! 
Join us for the ultimate playing experience…and earn 10% 
back! 

Visit Sky Zone on these special nights: 

October 17, November 21, December 19, 

January 16, February 20, March 19 and 

April 16 

Time: 3:00pm to 8:00pm 

Price: 30 Minutes: $9 

           60 Minutes: $14 

           90 Minutes: $18 

           120 Minutes: $21 

Sky Zone Jump Socks:   $3 (reusable) 

  

Waiver: A Sky Zone liability waiver is required 

for each jumper. Participants under age 18 must 

have a waiver signed by a parent or legal 

guardian.  Please submit waivers at 

www.skyzone.com/siouxfalls.  

Earn 10% back for your school! 
 

Sky Zone Indoor Trampoline Park 

5129 S. Solberg Avenue 

Sioux Falls, SD 57108 

www.skyzone.com/siouxfalls 

http://www.skyzone.com/siouxfalls
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Do you know a teacher who stands out in differentiating their instruction based on student 
needs?  Someone who designs engaging lessons to improve classroom and/or school culture, 
and inspires students to recognize their potential impact and role in the larger community? 

Nominate them for the Dr. John W. Harris Sioux Falls    Teacher of the Year Award!  Now in 
its 32nd year, sponsor Vern Eide Motorcars donates a $4,000 award to the winner! 

Nominations are due by 5:00pm Monday, January 27th, 2020 either electronically or 
by mail to the Instructional Planning Center, 201 E. 38th Street.  Nomination forms, includ-
ing information on letters of support, are available online at: 

www.sf.k12.sd.us/parents/teacher-of-the-year-program 

32nd Annual 

2 • 0 • 2 • 0 

http://www.sf.k12.sd.us/parents/teacher-of-the-year-program

