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R.F. Pettigrew Elementary School
7900 West 53rd Street • Sioux Falls, SD 57106 • (605) 362-3560

Relay Service for Hearing Impaired: dial 711, then desired number

School Hours: 8:10 a.m. to 2:55 p.m.
Playground is supervised beginning at 7:50 am

https://www.rfpettigrew.org/

From the 
Principal

Mr. Kevin Dick
Kevin.Dick@k12.sd.us

Now that we have the new 
school year up and running smoothly, it is time to 

go back and welcome some of our newest teaching staff at Pettigrew, 
formally.  I want to spend some of this article, this month, focusing on an 
introduction to some of the new faces you have seen around Pettigrew this fall.

Jen Van Duyn (pronounced Van Dine) • Administrator Intern (basically the Assis-
tant Principal at Pettigrew)

As the new Admin Intern at Pettigrew Elementary, it has been my pleasure and an 
honor to become a member of this great school! Pettigrew is a welcoming community 
of leaders and learners who strive to do their best each day. I can assure you that I 
share in Pettigrew’s commitment to caring for the students each and every day, while 
challenging them to meet their academic and social goals.

My journey in education started at the University of Sioux Falls. I majored in elemen-
tary education and minored in reading. My senior year of college I was recruited to 
teach on a military base in Twentynine Palms, California. During my tenure there, I 
was a Kindergarten, 1st grade, 2nd grade, and even a music teacher! After missing my 
family, I decided to return to my hometown of Parker. While there, I taught 1st grade and 5th/6th Science in 
the same school that I attended growing up. I also worked on my Masters in Educational Leadership at the 
University of Sioux Falls.  Soon afterward, I moved to Sioux Falls where I taught 2nd grade at Terry Redlin 
Elementary and Susan B. Anthony Elementary. Last year, I served as an Instructional Coach at Rosa Parks 
Elementary. It is hard to believe I am starting my 18th year in education already!

My husband, Craig, and I live on the west side of Sioux Falls.  We have two children – Danny and Savana. 
Danny is a freshman at Roosevelt this year. He has one focus – baseball. We play almost 60 games each sum-
mer for Post 15 West and look forward to continuing to play again next summer on the 16U team. Go West! 
Savana is a seventh grader at Memorial and also plays sports. She is involved in volleyball, softball, and bas-
ketball.  Needless to say, we are always on the go and can usually be found at a sporting event.  

Panther Prints
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My hopes and dreams for the upcoming school 
year are to help all students, families, and staff 
continue the tradition of excellence at Pettigrew. 
I am committed to exploring ways to meet the 
needs of all students and to effectively commu-
nicate with families and community members. 
I encourage all of us to work together to instill a 
love for learning, a growth mindset, and persever-
ance in our students. 

Through partnerships between the school, fami-
lies, and our community, I am confident that we 
can continue to work together to help our students 
grow and succeed. I look forward to getting to 
meet you and your children. Let’s make the 2018-
2019 school year a fun year of learning together!

Brady Wrede  •  Teacher in 406

Hello!  My name is Brady Wrede, and I teach 
fourth grade at Pettigrew Elementary.  I come 
here from Worthington, MN; where I taught two 
years of fourth grade.  Before that, I graduated 
from Minnesota State University in Mankato.  Go 
Mavs!  I grew up in the Sioux Falls area, so be-
ing here feels like home to me.  I currently live in 
Brandon, SD; with my wife Katie. 

I absolutely love what I do.  Teaching brings chal-
lenges and triumphs, and I find myself learning 
something new each day.  My ultimate goal is to 
motivate students to give their best in everything 
they do, and become the best version of them-
selves.  I play guitar and sing, and I try to inte-
grate that into my teaching as much as I can.  I’m 
very glad to be a part of Pettigrew, and the Sioux 
Falls district.

Shelly Julius  •  Teacher in 405

Hello! My name is Shelly Julius. This is my first 
year at Pettigrew and I am excited to be teach-
ing 4th grade again. My husband and I moved to 
Sioux Falls this summer from Hutchinson, MN. 
While we’re still getting to know the lay of the 
land, we are loving it here and beginning to feel 
more and more settled. It helps that our oldest 

(continued from Page 1)
son and his family live in Brandon, so we get to 
see our two granddaughters quite often!

We also have 3 other children…a son in California, 
and two daughters. One teaches in West Fargo, 
ND and the other in LeSueur, MN. I’m not totally 
sure if all my years of teaching rubbed off on the 
girls or not, but I know they love what they’re do-
ing, as do I!!

My goal as a teacher is to create a culture of learn-
ing and respect, and to instill confidence and hard 
work in each of my students.  I consider myself to 
be a lifelong learner and I stress to the kids that 
we should never stop wondering.

All the people of Pettigrew, adults and students 
alike, have been very welcoming and helpful. I 
hope to get to know more and more people and 
eventually pay forward the welcome I’ve received 
to all those I meet and get to interact with.

Kiley Songstad  • Teacher in EC-3

My name is Kiley Songstad and I’m in my first 
year in EC here at Pettigrew. I was born and 
raised in Sioux Falls. I graduated from SDSU with 
a Early Childhood major and a minor in HDFS. 
I have two children, Isaac (8) and Jayda (3). I’m 
looking forward to being part of the Pettigrew 
family! 

Victoria Wilsey  •  Teacher in EC-2

My name is Victoria Wilsey I am the new EC-2 
teacher here at Pettigrew.  I was born and raised 
in the Brandon/Sioux Falls area.  I graduated 
from Black Hills State with majors in Early Child-
hood and Special Education.  My husband and 
I recently moved back from Rapid City with our 
two children Nora(3) and Dylan(5 months).  I am 
excited to be here at Pettigrew and to be back in 
the Sioux Falls area.

We welcome all the new staff to Pettigrew and 
look forward to a successful year with them.
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October brings Halloween parties and events at the end of the month, please see this important information 
regarding our activities on October 31.  This can be a fun time for students, and we don’t intend to put any-
one in an uncomfortable situation, but we think that if we all determine to keep this event in perceptive with 
some good clean fun, we will all enjoy the event.  If families choose not to participate, we certainly under-
stand and honor those decisions as well.  Please see below:

Halloween Party Information

On Wednesday, October 31, the elementary classrooms will have Halloween parties from 1:55-2:50.  We 
encourage students to wear costumes for the event.  Costumes must be appropriate for school and simple to 
get into – no blood, nothing too scary, no play weapons, no face make-up or colored hair spray.  NO CLOWN 
COSTUMES will be allowed at Pettigrew Halloween Parties.  We want to have a fun and friendly environ-
ment surrounding our celebration and want to make sure all ages feel safe and not frightened.  Students 
in grades K-1 will parade past all of the older classrooms at the beginning of the parties in their costumes.  
Reminder of Party Attendance by Visitors/Parent Volunteers: Per school policy, no younger siblings may at-
tend our classroom parties.  This includes our fall parade of costumes.  Please help make this a special time 
for your school-aged children and all their classmates. Alternative educational activities will be provided for 
any students who do not celebrate Halloween in the Library during this same time.  Please notify your child’s 
teacher or the office by Friday, October 26 if an alternative activity is needed so we can plan according to the 
number of children who will participate.

School Coming and Going Instructions
Several rules need to be followed, specifically as parents are picking up or dropping off student around 
Pettigrew School.  This will become more important as the weather turns to winter, and road conditions 
could deteriorate quickly.

• Please be aware of 5th grade crossing guards at various intersections around school.  Their job is not 
to control traffic, but to direct students when it is safe to cross the roads.
• When waiting for students in the loop in front of school (THIS IS A FIRE LANE), you MUST stay in 
your car, and direct your students to come to your car.  If you want to walk to the playground, you must 
park in the lot or on the street around school.
• The back entrance on Klein Ave, during times directly before and after school for K-5 students, is for 
buses and daycare vehicles.  No cars should enter that area, during the hours of 7:45 am to 8:15 am and 
from 2:30 pm to 3:30 pm.  Cars ARE allowed for Early Childhood parents from 8:30 am to 9:30 am and 
from 3:30 to 4:30 pm.  
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Thank You, Sioux Falls!  Now What? 

By Dr. Brian Maher, Superintendent 

 

Last month, Sioux Falls voters overwhelmingly agreed to a plan that will result in 
three new schools in our city and over $40 Million worth of safety, security, accessibility 
and equity upgrades.  While we certainly respect that not every taxpayer found it to be 
the best solution, we are grateful to each voter for taking the time to offer their opinion 
through the democratic process. 

What happens now?  Just as there was a great deal of work leading up to the election, there is 
now a great deal of work that will happen before you start seeing stacks of brick and yards of concrete 
transform into school buildings.  The design work begins - immediately. The land surveying begins - 
immediately.  All of this happens because of significant input from stakeholders.   

Just as we did in preparation for the September 18, 2018 bond election, the Sioux Falls School 
District will take great care in meeting with stakeholders to determine what features the new schools 
will include.  We will move forward with speed, but also with enough deliberation to bring in ideas and 
input from teachers, students, parents and community members.  This dialog will ensure the new 
facilities will be just what the community wants and needs. 

Likewise, there will be ample opportunities for the community to weigh in on the always-
emotional attendance boundary process. Changes are necessary to ensure school attendance areas 
balance enrollment across the city in numbers and in student demographics. Whenever a new school is 
built, the line needs to be drawn somewhere. While we can’t guarantee every family will remain 
assigned to the school to which they currently attend; we can guarantee that whatever new plan is 
developed, it will be based on sound reasoning.  We use natural landmarks like creeks, busy 
thoroughfares, and safety considerations to come up with a commonsense boundary plan. If you are 
impacted, you will have several opportunities to offer insight and feedback prior to a final decision. 

While the September vote was a big step in the determining the future of Sioux Falls Public 
Schools, it was really just a piece of the process in providing quality facilities.  We invite you to continue 
to be informed and involved as we build new schools and build greater access to public education for all 
children in our city. 
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Date Revised: July 31, 2018 
 

R. F. Pettigrew Activity Schedule – 2018-2019 
 

August/September 2018 
Date Time Activity 

Mon. Aug 20 5:00-7:00 PM Early Childhood Open House 
Tues. Aug. 21 5:00-7:00 PM R. F. Pettigrew Elementary Grades K-5 Open House 
Thurs. Aug. 23 8:10 AM-2:55 PM 1st Day of School for K-5 Students 
Fri. Aug. 31 All Day NO SCHOOL – Labor Day Break 
Mon. Sept. 3 All Day NO SCHOOL - Labor Day 

Tues. Sept. 4 9:00 AM-12:30 PM 
& 12:30-4:00 PM 1st Day of School for Early Childhood Students 

Aug. 27-Sept 14 Window Grade K-5 MAP testing 

Wed. Sept. 17 6:30–7:30 PM 
PTO Meeting in Pettigrew Library—Childcare available 
“What is PTO?” and Curriculum Presentations by Grade Level 

Thurs. Sept. 20 All Day Student & Staff Picture Day 
Thurs. Sept. 20 3:00–8:00 PM Pettigrew Night at SkyZone 
Tues. Sept. 25 6:00–8:00 PM Roller Skating Party at Skate City 
Sept. 24-Oct. 26 Window 5th Grade- Gallup Poll Survey during this window of time 
Thur. Sept. 27 8:35-9:35 AM Pettigrew Elementary Rule Creation Delegate Assembly 
Fri. Sept. 28 All Day Pettigrew Spirit Wear Day 
   
   
   

 
 

October 2018 
Date Time Activity 

Oct. 1-Nov. 1 Window Naglieri Gifted Testing for grade 2 
Thurs. Oct. 4 3:30-7:30 PM Parent/Student/Teach Conferences & Scholastic Book Fair 
Mon. Oct. 8 6:30-7:30 PM PTO Meeting in Library-Board Meeting 
Tues. Oct. 9 3:30-7:30 PM Parent/Student/Teach Conferences & Scholastic Book Fair 
Thurs. Oct. 11 3:30-7:30 PM Parent/Student/Teach Conferences & Scholastic Book Fair 
Fri. Oct. 12 All Day NO SCHOOL – Staff In-Service 
Tues. Oct. 16 & 
Weds. Oct. 17 

5:00-8:00 PM 
Dine-In ONLY 

Pettigrew Night at Culver’s – 2509 S. Louise Ave 

Thurs. Oct. 18 3:00–8:00 PM Pettigrew Night at SkyZone 
Wed. Oct. 24 All Day LifeTouch Retake Day 
Wed. Oct. 24 All Day End of Quarter 1 
Thurs. Oct. 25 7:00 PM 5th Grade Music Program 
Fri. Oct. 26 All Day Pettigrew Spirit Wear Day 
Wed., Oct. 31 1:55-2:55 PM Halloween Classroom Parties (alternative activities provided) 
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Parent-Teacher Organization

2018-2019 PTO Officers
Sarah Olimb • President • sarahkolimb@gmail.com
Kristy Kasten • Vice-President
Janet Schlueter • Treasurer • janetschlueter@sio.midco.net
Tracy Appl • Secretary 

Pettigrew Elementary has an active Parent-Teacher 
Organization (PTO) that provides a variety of support 
for the school. 

Volunteer Opportunities
https://www.rfpettigrew.org/volunteer
• Book Fair
• Teacher Appreciation
• Science Fair
• Pizza Bingo

Join us on Monday, October 8 for our 
next PTO meeting (6:30-7:30 PM).

We will discuss upcoming school activities 
including the Scholastic Book Fair, the results of the 
coupon book fundraiser, and new opportunities for 
the coming months. Attendees are entered for a door 
prize!

Box Tops and Tyson 
labels will be collected 
from classrooms on 
October 15th. Send 
them in today!!
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Visit our Culver’s Restaurant (2509 S Louise Store- by Home Depot) 
on Tuesday, October 24th & Wednesday October 25th, 2017 

between 5:00pm and 8:00pm and we will donate 10% of               
Dine-In sales to the Pettigrew Elementary PTO. 

Enjoy a delicious meal, help a local Sioux Falls school, and feel 
good all over. 

October 16th and 17th, 2018
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K01 Luke Robertson 
K02 Zykariana Lowe 
K03 Bennett Frick 
K04 Kinnick Noble 
K05 Luella Fellbaum 
K06 Victor Javers 
101 Sopheyah Mills 
102 Braylen Rose 
103 Carter Ganser 
104 Aarjavee Kandel 
105 Sebastian Luna 
106 Lexi Knoeppel 
201 Noah Sehnert 
202 Andrew Brockmueller 
203 Gillian Dixon 
204 Elsa Nesheim 
205 Brooklyn Weeg 
206 Gavin Hulscher 
 
 

Great Job!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

301 Callie Pederson 
302 Wyatt Fontaine 
303 Brooklyn Lunt 
304 Logan Stahlberg 
305 Alondra Tome 
306 Kiera Nosbush 
401 Gavin Luther 
402 Theodore Petersen 
403 Adi Kropp 
404 Turner O'Bryan 
405 Claire Schochenmaier 
406 Carter Glatt 
501 Kristen Schlueter 
502 Jackson Vortherms 
503 Megan Rock 
504 Marlee Lundeby 
505 Brooklyn Wethor 
506 Alivia Scholes 

This year, Pettigrew Elementary will continue our focus on good character with the #BeYouBePettigrew 
program!   Each month a different positive character trait will be highlighted throughout our entire 
school community.  In September, we began with the #BeYouBePettigrew word of the month: 
Cooperation. Students were reminded to practice being cooperative by being a positive group member, 
listening to others’ ideas and taking turns.   

Each month Pettigrew staff will be catching students going above and beyond to demonstrate the 
#BeYouBePettigrew word of the month.  One student per classroom each month will receive an award 
for good character and being the #BeYouBePettigrew student of the month in their room.   

Here are the recipients for the month of September:  (Cooperation) 

In October, we’ll be focusing on the #BeYouBePettigrew word:  Assertive.    Students can show that 
they are assertive by standing up for themselves and others in a firm and respectful way.  Also, they 
can show they are assertive by speaking up and asking for help in the classroom or sharing their 
points of view. 
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First round of boxtops due: October 15
Send to school on this form or in an envelope. Top classrooms earn prizes!!
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Music Lessons 

Etiquette 

Baking 

Fencing 

Archery 
Sewing 

Martial Arts 

Babysitting Smarts 

 

 

Brain Power for the BOLD! 
For full online catalog & to register ~ www.sf.k12.sd.us or call 367-7999 

Scuba Diving 
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Prairie West Library Events 
September & October 2018 

www.siouxlandlib.org | 978-6899 
 

 
Kids Create 
Wednesdays from 3:15 p.m. to 4 p.m. – K to 5th Grade 
Registration is not required 
Explore your creative side through stories, crafts, games, and 
activities.  
 

September 5 – NASA: Jump to Jupiter 
September 12 – Inventing Room 
September 19 – Catapults  
September 26 – Fire Station  

October 3 – Dreamcatchers   
October 10 – Marble Maze  
October 17 – Space Bingo 
October 24 – Life Size Battleship 
October 31 – Potions Class 

 
 
Special Events  
Dahl Day 
Saturday, September 8 from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
Explore a world of pure imagination with the wee ones! Create 
a chocolate bar, newspaper fort (K-3) and travel the road to 
early learning during a game of life-sized Wee Read and Play-
Land (pre-K). 
 
Creature Feature 
Saturday, October 6 from 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Explore the world of mythical creatures at your library. Storytime at 10:30 a.m. 
with activities and craft to follow. 
 
 

For the safety and comfort of children, a 
parent or responsible caregiver should be with 
their children while they are using the Library. 
Parents are responsible for supervising their 
children in the Library. The Library is not able 
to provide long- or short-term care. 

If an ADA accommodation is needed, 
please contact the City of Sioux Falls 
Human Relations Office at 367-8745 or 
humanrelations@siouxfalls.org at least 72 
hours before the event. 
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Lincoln Youth Wrestling 

 

Dear Parents and Wrestlers, 
 
We are looking forward to an exciting year of wrestling and look forward to having 
you join us! Here is some information about the Lincoln Youth Wrestling Program: 
 
Lincoln Youth Wrestling is a youth wrestling organization run by Lincoln High 
School coaches and volunteers who are dedicated to teaching the sport of 
wrestling to kids from 1st grade to 6th grade. Our goal is to introduce the sport of 
wrestling while building self-confidence, self-discipline, good sportsmanship and 
encouraging physical activity. 
 
Registration:  
Registration will be held the first night of practice. 
 
Practices: 
All practices will be held in the wrestling room at Lincoln High School. Park in the back-parking lot on the NE side of the school 
and come through the main glass entrance doors. 
Beginner Group (1st-6th grade) will start up November 27th and run every Tuesday from 6:00-7:00. An additional practice 
may be added per week of the months of January and February. 
   
Advanced Group (4 years wrestling experience or coach approved) will begin November 26th from 5:45-7:15 every Monday 
and Thursday. 
 
Cost: $30  
 
Apparel: 
Gym shorts and t-shirt is recommended for practices. No street shoes will be allowed on mat. Wrestling shoes or socks will be 
the only footwear allowed on the wrestling mats. Head gear is optional, but at this level most kids are not wearing head gear.  
 
Singlet Policy: 
A $50 refundable check is required for Lincoln Patriot singlet check-out.  
 
Coaches: 

High School Coach Mark Ernster: Mark.Ernster@k12.sd.us 
605-310-9371 
 

Youth Coach Jamie Dooley  
 
Youth Coach Topher Cisar 
 

Youth Coach Todd Wells: Todd.Wells@k12.sd.us 
605-359-2126 

Youth Coach Robiel Tesfaldet 
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National Association for Pupil Transportation (NAPT)
800.989.6278 :: info@napt.org :: www.napt.org

School bus transportation plays a critical role in the education of our nation's students, and is the 
direct link between a neighborhood and the classroom. More than 25 million children ride the yellow 
bus every school day, and National School Bus Safety Week serves as a reminder for students, 
parents, teachers, and the community to keep school bus safety in the forefront. Here are tips to 
keep our children safe at the bus stop.

Getting Ready for School
• Have your children put everything they carry in a backpack or school bag so that they won’t 

drop things along the way.
• Encourage them to wear bright, contrasting colors so they will be more easily seen by 

drivers.
• Make sure children leave home on time so they can arrive at the bus stop before it is due, 

ideally at least five minutes early. Running after or in front of a bus is dangerous.

Walking to the Bus Stop
• Walk young children to the bus stop or encourage children to walk in groups. There is safety 

in numbers; groups are easier for drivers to see.
• Practice good pedestrian behavior: walk on the sidewalk, and if there is no sidewalk stay out 

of the street. If you must walk in the street, walk single file, face traffic and stay as close to 
the edge of the road as you can.

• Stop and look left, right and then left again if you must cross the street. Do the same thing at 
drive -ways and alleys. Exaggerate your head turns and narrate your actions so your child 
knows you are looking left, right and left.

At the Bus Stop
• Have children wait in a location where the driver can see them while driving down the street. 

Try to avoid waiting in a house or car.
• Do not let children play in the street. Playing with balls or other toys that could roll into the 

street is also dangerous.

Getting On and Off the Bus
• Warn children that if they drop something getting on and off the bus, they should never pick it 

up. Instead, they should tell the driver and follow the driver’s instructions.
• Remind children to look to the right before they step off the bus.
• If you meet your child at the bus stop after school, wait on the side where the child will be 

dropped off, not across the street. Children can be so excited to see you after school that 
they dash across the street and forget the safety rules.

Mobile Devices
Cell phones and other electronic devices are often permitted on the school bus as long as:

• They are in backpacks or other holders, keeping hands free to use handrails while boarding 
and departing the bus.

• Sound is muted or headphones, ear buds or similar devices are used.
• Content does not violate the law or school district policy and procedures.
• Use does not create a distraction for the driver.
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 Gold cards are available at NO charge to residents 60 years or older! 
 
The Sioux Falls School District is excited to welcome your participation in our public school and            
community events through the Gold Card Club!  As a valued Gold Card Member, you can enjoy                  
several Member perks: 

 Discounted entrance fee to public school sporting and fine art events. The cost is only $1! 
 Biannual Community Education Catalogs mailed directly to you! 
 Invitations to Gold Card Series Events! 

Gold Card Series Events are provided by the joint efforts of Community Education and 
the Fine Arts Department. You will have the opportunity to see talent from elementary, 
middle and high school students while also learning something new! The Series is held 
at a variety of school buildings and sometimes includes a meal. Minimal fees may be                    
required for Gold Card Events. 

 

Brought to you by: 

To become part of 
the club, stop in 
at any Sioux Falls 
School District 
front desk, come 
into the                            
Instructional             
Planning Center 
(201 E. 38th St.) 
or call                 
605-367-7999  

Some things in life are FREE! 

YOUTH…                 
the best 

time in your 
life?                         

We don’t 
think so! 
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