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R.F. Pettigrew Elementary School
7900 West 53rd Street • Sioux Falls, SD 57106 • (605) 362-3560

Relay Service for Hearing Impaired: dial 711, then desired number

School Hours: 8:10 a.m. to 2:55 p.m.
Playground is supervised beginning at 7:50 am

https://www.rfpettigrew.org/

From the 
Principal

Mr. Kevin Dick
Kevin.Dick@k12.sd.us

We have enjoyed the festive 
December season at school with all the students and 

have participated in the Christmas Sing-A-Long and also had fun in our 
classroom parties.  We hope your family enjoyed the wonderful holiday break 
we have enjoyed at the end of December, and now we have also celebrated the New 
Year dawning.  Wednesday, January 2 marks the first day of school in the calendar 
year 2019, and I am sure it will be filled with setting new goals, reviewing old goals, 
as well as reviewing practices and procedures that we observe at Pettigrew.  Another 
thing that can be sure to be right around the corner will be cold and flu season.  We 
don’t want students to attend school when they are sick and contagious, but it is a good 
time to also be aware of our district’s and state’s attendance expectations and proce-
dures.  First, if a student has a fever, it is recommended that the student be fever free 
for 24 hours without medication, in order to be able to return to school.  It is the fam-
ily’s responsibility to monitor these situations and communicate with the school office 
for absences.  The Sioux Falls District and the state of South Dakota consider it to be 
excessive absenteeism for any student who misses more than 10 school days a year, ex-
cept for extreme health situations.  Since illnesses can easily add up and accumulate to 
most of these absences, this is why families are requested to plan family outings, trips 
and other non-health and non-emergency absences from school, around the school calendar.  When a family 
trip or planned outing takes 4 to 6 school days, it doesn’t take many student illness days to add up to the rest 
of these 10 days.

Another expectation that often takes parents by surprise or catches them off-guard is the school board policy 
that requires schools to communicate with families when their child misses 5 days, again at 8 days, and also to 
typically send a notice when students hit this 10-day mark.  At Pettigrew, all of these notices take the form of a 
letter that is generated from the district’s template and is e-mailed to the families’ e-mail contact address that 
was supplied through the on-line registration process (this is the same account that all school messages are 
e-mailed to).  This message comes from the e-mail account of Kristine Haines, Pettigrew’s lead clerical staff 
member.  These letters are sent at these 5-, 8- and 10-day marks, per school policy, no matter the reason for 
the absence or whether the parents have communicated with the school prior to the absence or not.  Parents 

Panther Prints

What’s Inside
#BeYouBePettigrew December Awardees • PTO Activities & Opportunities • Box 
Tops For Education • Infinite Campus Information • Skate City • Pettigrew Website 



2
January 2019

are asked that they please be aware that these letters are coming at the designated intervals, and to realize 
that this communication is specifically for families to be aware of the level of absences that the students 
have accumulated to that point in the school year.

The final piece of information regarding absences is that there is no longer an excused or unexcused ab-
sence category, anymore.  If a student is at an appointment, or goes to an appointment during an absence, 
this documentation can be provided to the school and will be logged as such and documented, but families 
should be aware that absences are no longer tracked as excused or unexcused, it is just simply present, 
tardy or absent.  There are specific awards given to students for exemplary annual attendance at the end 
of the year, and those attendance marks are not adjusted by any excuses or unexcused, but rather figured 
by whether a student is present or absent.

Pettigrew has been very fortunate in the past to enjoy some of the best attendance marks for students in 
the district and the state.  This is due to our families’ conscientious attention to providing their students 
the best experience possible by being in school for as many days as possible.  We also know that this good 
attendance record also provides students a great opportunity to feel engaged and also to perform at the 
highest achievement level possible.  These factors are tracked at Pettigrew by the responses that our 5th 
grade class gives on the Gallup Poll each October.  Our Engagement and Hope indexes that this poll mea-
sures are always above the district, state and national level.  The achievement that our students exhibit in 
their year-end, Smarter Balance Assessments in grades 3-5, as well as all grades exhibit in their tri-annual 
MAP tests they take in all classrooms.  All of these marks have regularly been above the state and district 
average.  We all enjoy working with students who are at school regularly, and they also benefit from the 
higher level of engagement and achievement that this attendance provides us.

I hope it is a happy, safe and successful 2019 calendar year for all Pettigrew families, and we look for-
ward to continuing to partner together to meet the school’s mission statement, which is:  To educate 
and prepare each student to succeed in a changing world by emphasizing growth in social 
skills, emotional well-being, and academic progress.

(continued from Page 1)

Bookmark the Pettigrew website on your 
phone! Follow these simple instructions 

and stay up-to-date on school happenings.
Android

1) Launch Google Chrome browser app. Just 
tap on the Google Chrome icon on your home 
screen or app drawer.
2) Go to “www.rfpettigrew.org”. 
3) Tap on the Menu button.
4) Tap “Add to Home Screen.”

Iphone

1) Go to “www.rfpettigrew.org”
2) Tap the bookmark icon. 
3) When the bookmark options appear, tap on 
“Add to home screen”.
4)  Change the shortcut name. 
5)  See the shortcut appear.
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“See Something, Say Something” and “StandUp!”
by Dr. Brian Maher, Superintendent

The start of a new year is always a good time to reflect on the past and renew our 
commitments for the future.  For many adults, those commitments might be to a 
healthier lifestyle, stronger relationships, or a better work/life balance.  For students, 
those commitments might be to improve attendance, nudge up a grade in one of their 
most challenging courses, or simply to spread more kindness in the hallways and 
classrooms of their schools.

May I also suggest that the start of a new year is also a great time to renew our com-
mitment to school safety and to the wellness of our students and staff?  Following 
several large-scale incidents, the Office of Homeland Security adopted the slogan 

“See Something, Say Something.”  It is a simple, but memorable phrase that we are called to remember 
when something we see or hear makes us uneasy.  It is a reminder that each of us plays an important part 
in the prevention of things that can easily sidetrack students and take them down paths that rarely lead to 
successful completion of high school – things like drugs, alcohol, gun violence, bullying, and so much 
more.

Without a doubt, the “See Something, Say Something” slogan has resulted in the early intervention of 
hundreds of potential safety concerns in the Sioux Falls School District over the past several years.  Stu-
dents, staff and parents are reporting conversations they’ve heard, social media posts they’ve seen, and 
sometimes just “hunches” they get when something doesn’t seem right.

Your schools – along with the help of our School Resource Officers provided by the City of Sioux Falls 
– extensively investigate each concern.  Staff spends a considerable amount of time each day building 
positive relationships with students so that when a concern arises, there is trust and understanding.  In ad-
dition, the Sioux Falls School District also joined Project StandUp for School Safety – a statewide online 
tip tool where concerns can be reported either anonymously or by leaving your name.

Even with these actions, this is work we cannot do alone.  We need parents, students, and every member 
of our community to step up to play a role in prevention.  By working together, we can be more success-
ful at keeping our students safe.  
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Date Revised: July 31, 2018 
 

R. F. Pettigrew Activity Schedule – 2018-2019 
 

August/September 2018 
Date Time Activity 

Mon. Aug 20 5:00-7:00 PM Early Childhood Open House 
Tues. Aug. 21 5:00-7:00 PM R. F. Pettigrew Elementary Grades K-5 Open House 
Thurs. Aug. 23 8:10 AM-2:55 PM 1st Day of School for K-5 Students 
Fri. Aug. 31 All Day NO SCHOOL – Labor Day Break 
Mon. Sept. 3 All Day NO SCHOOL - Labor Day 

Tues. Sept. 4 9:00 AM-12:30 PM 
& 12:30-4:00 PM 1st Day of School for Early Childhood Students 

Aug. 27-Sept 14 Window Grade K-5 MAP testing 

Wed. Sept. 17 6:30–7:30 PM 
PTO Meeting in Pettigrew Library—Childcare available 
“What is PTO?” and Curriculum Presentations by Grade Level 

Thurs. Sept. 20 All Day Student & Staff Picture Day 
Thurs. Sept. 20 3:00–8:00 PM Pettigrew Night at SkyZone 
Tues. Sept. 25 6:00–8:00 PM Roller Skating Party at Skate City 
Sept. 24-Oct. 26 Window 5th Grade- Gallup Poll Survey during this window of time 
Thur. Sept. 27 8:35-9:35 AM Pettigrew Elementary Rule Creation Delegate Assembly 
Fri. Sept. 28 All Day Pettigrew Spirit Wear Day 
   
   
   

 
 

October 2018 
Date Time Activity 

Oct. 1-Nov. 1 Window Naglieri Gifted Testing for grade 2 
Thurs. Oct. 4 3:30-7:30 PM Parent/Student/Teach Conferences & Scholastic Book Fair 
Mon. Oct. 8 6:30-7:30 PM PTO Meeting in Library-Board Meeting 
Tues. Oct. 9 3:30-7:30 PM Parent/Student/Teach Conferences & Scholastic Book Fair 
Thurs. Oct. 11 3:30-7:30 PM Parent/Student/Teach Conferences & Scholastic Book Fair 
Fri. Oct. 12 All Day NO SCHOOL – Staff In-Service 
Tues. Oct. 16 & 
Weds. Oct. 17 

5:00-8:00 PM 
Dine-In ONLY 

Pettigrew Night at Culver’s – 2509 S. Louise Ave 

Thurs. Oct. 18 3:00–8:00 PM Pettigrew Night at SkyZone 
Wed. Oct. 24 All Day LifeTouch Retake Day 
Wed. Oct. 24 All Day End of Quarter 1 
Thurs. Oct. 25 7:00 PM 5th Grade Music Program 
Fri. Oct. 26 All Day Pettigrew Spirit Wear Day 
Wed., Oct. 31 1:55-2:55 PM Halloween Classroom Parties (alternative activities provided) 
   
   

 

School Coming and Going Instructions
Several rules need to be followed, specifically as parents are picking up or dropping off student around 
Pettigrew School.  This will become more important as the weather turns to winter, and road conditions 
could deteriorate quickly.

• Please be aware of 5th grade crossing guards at various intersections around school.  Their job is not 
to control traffic, but to direct students when it is safe to cross the roads.
• When waiting for students in the loop in front of school (THIS IS A FIRE LANE), you MUST stay in 
your car, and direct your students to come to your car.  If you want to walk to the playground, you must 
park in the lot or on the street around school.
• The back entrance on Klein Ave, during times directly before and after school for K-5 students, is for 
buses and daycare vehicles.  No cars should enter that area, during the hours of 7:45 am to 8:15 am and 
from 2:30 pm to 3:30 pm.  Cars ARE allowed for Early Childhood parents from 8:30 am to 9:30 am and 
from 3:30 to 4:30 pm.  
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Parent-Teacher Organization

2018-2019 PTO Officers
Sarah Olimb • President • sarahkolimb@gmail.com
Kristy Kasten • Vice-President
Janet Schlueter • Treasurer • janetschlueter@sio.midco.net
Tracy Appl • Secretary 

Pettigrew Elementary has an active Parent-Teacher 
Organization (PTO) that provides a variety of support 
for the school. 

Volunteer Opportunities
https://www.rfpettigrew.org/volunteer
• Science Fair
• Pizza Bingo (Sign up open!!)
• Book Fair

Join us on Monday, January 
14 for our next PTO meeting 

(6:30-7:30 PM).
We will discuss upcoming school activities 
including Pizza Bingo, Science Fair, the Spring 
Dance and new opportunities for the coming 
months. Attendees are entered for a door prize!

Send in your Boxtops! If every 
student at Pettigrew collected just 
10 boxtops, that’s nearly $1000 for 
our school. 

Top classrooms earn a special treat!
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PIZZA BINGO
February 1, 2019

SCIENCE FAIR
March 21, 2019

SPRING DANCE 
March 1, 2019
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School Related Cancellations and Postponements

It is important to be prepared for the winter storms and extreme cold that every South Dakota winter 
brings.  Please read the following information so you are aware of the procedures for school related can-
cellations and postponements.

District leaders rely on experts from the National Weather Service and city/county officials when we 
make decisions on school cancellations, late starts or early dismissals. 

Cancelling School/Late Start
When a severe storm hits the area, or is forecast, we start contacting local officials as early as 3:00 a.m.  
We communicate with our Operational Services Department, the Weather Bureau, the City Street Depart-
ment, Sioux Falls Transit, and our transportation contractors. It is our goal to decide whether or not to 
cancel school by 5 a.m. to allow time for parking lots and sidewalks to be cleared, food services to pre-
pare meals and the bus company to begin operations.  In the event that school needs to be cancelled or 
delayed, families will be alerted via a ParentLink phone call.  These calls will generally be sent between 
the hours of 6 a.m. and 6:30 a.m. to accommodate families whose children are picked up by buses at 6:45 
a.m. Announcements are also made on the District’s website, the app and over the local radio and televi-
sion stations.

Because the public schools have a limited rural area, it is often possible for Sioux Falls to have school 
when nearby towns may not.

Early Dismissal
Storms occasionally move in during the day, making it necessary to assess whether or not to dismiss 
school early.  We choose early dismissal only under the most extreme circumstances.  In most cases, it 
is safer for students to remain at school due to the need for transportation and proper supervision.  In the 
rare instances when schools are dismissed early, families will receive a ParentLink phone call and the in-
formation will appear on the District’s website at www.sf.k12.sd.us.  Announcements are also made over 
the local radio and television stations. 

Notifications refer to dismissal “one hour early” or “two hours early” because of the number of different 
building schedules.  In addition to noting the early dismissal, announcements about evening activities are 
normally included.

It is very important that every family has a plan for early dismissal. Be sure your student knows where to 
go in case no one is at home. Parents/Guardians are urged to talk with their student about his/her safety 
during winter weather emergencies.  

(continued on Page 9)
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Be Safe This Winter
The school system offers these suggestions concerning cold weather and emergency situations:

1. Listen for a ParentLink phone call regarding school closings, late starts, or early dismissals.  Check 
the District’s website at www.sf.k12.sd.us for updated information.  Announcements will also be made 
on local radio and television stations.  (Please avoid calling schools or the Instructional Planning Cen-
ter. Phone lines are needed for emergency communications.)

2. Make sure students are properly dressed for predicted weather conditions so they are prepared for 
walking or waiting for a bus in the cold or for being delayed on a bus in a weather-related situation.

3. Students should not arrive at school until the scheduled time for outdoor staff supervision or the 
breakfast program begins.  

4. Develop a plan and inform your student about where your student will go if school is dismissed 
early.  

5. School officials will use their best judgment about school closings, late starts, or early dismissals, 
but please remember that a parent has the right to keep children home or to pick them up from school 
early if they feel weather conditions require this action.

(continued from Page 8)
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K01 Parker Matteson 
K02 Wyatt Byrnes 
K03 Gavin Kracht 
K04 Nolan Kemmis 
K05 Landon Nepp 
K06 Haley Roed 
101 Kaley Vandeberg 
102 Elyse Fredericksen 
103 Avy Oey 
104 Maggie Jongeward 
105 Macie Miles 
106 Cordelia Kitto 
201 Iveel Bayasgalan 
202 Maria Ristau 
203 Henry Johnson 
204 Lucas Scott 
205 Avyn Pesicka 
206 Kailey Vandrovec 
 
 

Great Job!!! 

 

301 Star student 
302 Brooklyn Vandenhul 
303 Ethan Cole 
304 Sadie Meyer 
305 Cooper Ercink 
306 Nicole Ileva 
401 Cadence Baxter 
402 Lily Jongeward 
403 Jacklin Kindelspire 
404 Kyla Vandenberg 
405 Ahryana Drake 
406 Lauren Carlson 
501 Abby Vogel 
502 Olivia Nelson 
503 Jenna Steffen 
504 Riley Fodness 
505 Lyla Wittrup 
506 Marvin Melius 

This year, Pettigrew Elementary will continue our focus on good character with the #BeYouBePettigrew 
program!   Each month a different positive character trait will be highlighted throughout our entire 
school community.  In December, we focused on the #BeYouBePettigrew word of the month: Empathy   
Students were encouraged to find ways to show empathy at home and school. 

Each month Pettigrew staff will be catching students going above and beyond to demonstrate the 
#BeYouBePettigrew word of the month.  One student per classroom each month will receive an award 
for good character and being the #BeYouBePettigrew student of the month in their room.   

Here are the recipients for the month of December:  (Empathy) 

In January, we’ll be focusing on the #BeYouBePettigrew word:  Self Control 

 Self-control is being able to control your feelings and behavior in a safe and healthy way. You can do 
this in your classroom by keeping your hands to yourself at not blurting out. 

 

Empathy is about being able to understand someone else’s way of looking at a situation, even if you 
see it differently. We often call this “putting yourself in someone else’s shoes” and it means you see 
things from their point of view. Having empathy means you can step back from the way you see a 
situation and think about how someone else might feel from their side of the story.  
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Help your student succeed by keeping informed through Infinite Campus. Your Parent Portal allows 
you to engage in your student’s schooling by having real-time access to the following: 

 
Calendar ~ District calendar and information on student’s assignments     
         and activities. 
Schedule ~ Course schedule and the following links: 
 
 
Attendance ~ attendance is shown in real-time. 
Grades ~ Recently graded assignments and prior grades for this school  

     year. 
Health ~ Immunizations and sports physical. 
Fees ~ History of fees and payments and any amount due. 
To Do List ~ Student’s assignments. 
Reports ~  
 
 
 
 
Messages ~ District, school and other messages. Link to mySchoolBucks 
Payments ~ You can pay for fees online with credit or debit card. 
  

 

       You can select to have notifications about assignments, attendance, and grade changes.  
 
The address to access the Parent Portal is:  http://parentview.sf.k12.sd.us . You will also be able to 
access the site from the SFSD website:  http://www.sf.k12.sd.us . Click on the Infinite Campus link 
under the Parents menu at the top of the SFSD website to access the log in screen.  

An app on your smartphone is available as well. Search for Campus Parent or: 

Google Play                      Apple Store    
QR code:                           QR code: 
 
 

 
 
 
Once the app has been downloaded: 

• Enter our District ID in the App settings. Our District ID is NTRKLF 
• If the app asks for a District Name instead of a District ID, enter 49-5, 

then select South Dakota. Two Sioux Falls 49-5 may appear, select the first.  
• Log into your portal using your Infinite Campus user ID and password! 

 
If you are not set up to use your Parent Portal, please contact the R.F. Pettigrew Office at 362-3560. 
We can help you set up your account or reset your password. Thank you! IN
F
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E
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A
M
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Prairie West Library Events 
January & February 2019 

www.siouxlandlib.org | 978-6899 
 

 
Kids Create 
Wednesdays from 3:15 p.m. to 4 p.m. – K to 5th Grade 
Registration is not required 
Explore your creative side through stories, crafts, games, and activities.  
 

January 2 – No program 
January 9 – Lava Lamps 
January 16 – Color Spinners 
January 23 – World Trivia 
January 30 – Clothing Designs 

February 6 – Dragon Eggs   
February 13 – Cave Art  
February 20 – Genetic BINGO 
February 27 – Seuss: Read Across America  
 

 

Special Events 
For ages 3-8 
 

Frosty Frolics 
Saturday, January 5 from 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
It’s cold outside, come in for fun! Storytime at 10:30 a.m. Hot chocolate, 
crafts and activities to follow. 
 
Thomas the Train Tales 
Saturday, February 2 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
All aboard! Join us for a Thomas the Train storytime at 10:30 a.m. with crafts to follow. Then 
see model trains in action with Dakota Southeastern Division of the National Model Railroad 
Association.  
 

Library Closed 
Tuesday, January 1 
Monday, January 21 
 

Monday, February 18 
 

 

For the safety and comfort of children, a 
parent or responsible caregiver should be with 
their children while they are using the Library. 
Parents are responsible for supervising their 
children in the Library. The Library is not able 
to provide long- or short-term care. 

If an ADA accommodation is needed, 
please contact the City of Sioux Falls 
Human Relations Office at 367-8745 or 
humanrelations@siouxfalls.org at least 72 
hours before the event. 
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Community Education staff are excited to introduce our Spring & Summer 2019
                           edition due in mailboxes in early February!
                           Classes are ‘LIVE’ & ready for registrations!
               Click on the link below to VIEW catalog online & REGISTER
                                                ~ or ~ call 367-7999 
                        Classes for the entire family! Classes can fill quickly!

       http://www.sf.k12.sd.us/our-district/community-education


