
R.F. Pettigrew  October 
2017 

R.F. Pettigrew                 
Elementary School          
7900 W. 53rd Street                           
Sioux Falls, SD  57106                          
605-362-3560 

Relay Service for Hearing Im-
paired:   dial 711, then desired 
number 

Principal                                             
Mr. Kevin Dick,                                     
Kevin.Dick@k12.sd.us 

School Hours                                    
8:10 a.m. to 2:55 p.m. 

Playground is supervised begins 
at 7:50 am                                                                                
If your Child is sick…                           
If your child will miss school be-
cause of illness, please call the office 
at 362-3560 before 8:30am.  Feel 
free to leave a message on the 
voicemail if you have trouble getting 
through or if you need to call before 
school hours. 

If your child will be absent in the 
morning, but will return by his/her 
lunch time, remember to call the 
office before 8:30am to add to the 
day’s lunch count.  Otherwise, you 
must pack a lunch to   ensure your 

child has something to eat. 

Check out the NEW RFP Website: 

https://www.rfpettigrew.org/ 

Up to date information                                               
and volunteer opportunities! 

PTO Board Contact Information 

Vice President:  Sarah Olimb 

sarahkolimb@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Sarah Stokes                                   
smstokes@sio.midco.net 

Treasurer:  Janet Schlueter                                 
rfptreasurer@outlook.com 

Co-Presidents:                                                                                             
April Grabow                                                                       

april_grabow@yahoo.com                                                                              
And                                                                                                      

Marianne Mergen                                                                                           
mariannelynn@hotmail.com 

From the Principal’s Desk 
Be You Be Pettigrew was started last year as a school wide ef-
fort as an idea of Mrs. Sarah Easter, the administrator Intern at 
Pettigrew, to remind students that we are unique and we are also 
part of the Pettigrew community. We learned that our actions 
affect others and every 2 weeks we chose a new word revolving 
around character or mindset as our focus. We learned the defini-

tions of the words and then talked about how we could become the best ver-
sion of ourselves each week. We are again using the Be You Be Pettigrew 
theme this year. We may use some favorite words again and we have also 
chosen some new ones. We are starting the year off reviewing the most com-
mon words associated with Responsive Classroom- Cooperation, Assertive-
ness, Responsibility, Empathy and Self-Control. Every Friday a student or 
group of students shares during morning announcements how the word was 
meaningful to their class. We are also using the bulletin board in the entry way 
to display our words. #beyoubepettigrew 

 
Parent/Teacher Conferences are currently being planned for October 17 
and 23.  These are important events in your child’s educational experience.  
Please be sure that you set these dates as a high priority, and that you come 
with questions about your child’s performance in the classroom and at school.  
By having open lines of communication, we are able to provide all students at 
Pettigrew a positive, engaging and productive education.  Our Pettigrew 
teachers work hard to make sure all kids learn and grow at the expected rate, 
and I know they will enjoy sharing that with you, the parents.  This year, 
again, we won’t have report cards to share with you, but there will be im-
portant achievement information, and it will also be a chance for families and 
teachers to talk about goals and expectations for the rest of the school year.  
We look forward to hosting this event and sharing these thoughts with you, 
the family.  Also, don’t forget to visit the book fair with your students and see 
what types of books they might be interested in taking home! 

Continued on page 2 



                                                                                                      -2-                                                        October 2017             

Continued from page 1 

�

�

�

�

 

    

 

 

Tuesday October 17 3:30-7:30pm  

Monday October 23 11:30-7:30pm 

We are still looking for volunteers! 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0c4dafae28a13-2017 

Pettigrew is hosting  
a                                                

Scholastic Book 
Fair during                         

conferences 

Halloween Parties – On Tuesday, October 31, the elementary classrooms will have Halloween parties from 1:55-2:50.  
We encourage students to wear costumes for the event.  Costumes must be appropriate for school and simple to get into 
– no blood, nothing too scary, no play weapons, no face make-up or colored hair spray.  Students in grades K-1 will pa-
rade past all of the older classrooms at the beginning of the parties in their costumes.  Reminder of Party Attendance 
by Visitors/Parent Volunteers: Per school policy, no younger siblings may attend our classroom parties.  This includes 
our fall parade of costumes.  Please help make this a special time for your school-aged children and all their classmates. 
Alternative educational activities will be provided for any students who do not celebrate Halloween in the Library dur-
ing this same time.  Please notify your child’s teacher or the office by Friday, October 27 if an alternative activity is need-
ed so we can plan according to the number of children who will participate.   

Our school’s attendance report from the state Department of Education, part of the Pettigrew Report Card that the state 
filed on our efforts last school year, was very positive.  We attained the state’s expected level of student attendance goal 
of 94 %, and even exceeded it by .02 %.  This is a very fine margin of error, so while we are celebrating our great perfor-
mance last year, we know that probably one or two more students missing more than the state’s expectations (10 or more 
days is considered excessive by the state and the district), and we would not have had such a positive report.  Now is the 
time to make firm plans and commit ourselves to the goal of increasing our attendance to an even higher rate than last 
year.  The idea of a “growth goal” such as this is that everyone can plan and work to attain a better attendance record 
than the year before (unless it was a perfect attendance you were able to celebrate with us in May).  Family trips planned 
on weekends and school holidays are important for these goals.  Making healthy decisions to keep from getting sick, and 
really engaging in all activities at school are just a few ways that these growth goals can be attained in this new school year.  
I will share more about our academic and scholastic efforts from our report card in the coming months as well.  Togeth-
er, when we all put our minds to it, we can make this an even more successful school year than we enjoyed last year, as 
we continue to educate and prepare each student for a changing world at Pettigrew. 
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Every Student.  Every Day.  Attendance Matters. 
By Dr. Brian Maher, Superintendent 

 

  

 Welcome back to another great year in the Sioux Falls School District!  We are eager to 
welcome the 24,000 smiling faces of  our students and to watch our playgrounds and parking 
lots coming alive with the cheerful voices of  students.  

 A new school year is a new opportunity to improve academically, socially, and emo-
tionally.  That support is available every day at school.  However, research shows as many as 
7.5 million students across the country miss nearly a month of  school every year.  These ab-

sences can lead to poor academic performance and create challenges that carry over into adult life. That 
is why the Sioux Falls School District is declaring September as Attendance Awareness Month. 

For some, the absenteeism trend starts surprisingly early - as early as kindergarten - and continues 
through high school. National research shows one in 10 kindergarten and first-grade students are chroni-
cally absent, meaning they miss 10 percent of  the school year or about 18 days of  instruction because of  
excused and unexcused absences. In the Sioux Falls School District, any number of  absences over ten 
(10) is considered excessive.  

Chronic absence is not just about truancy or willfully skipping school. Instead, children stay home 
because of  chronic illness, unreliable transportation, housing issues, bullying or simply because their par-
ents do not understand how quickly absences add up—and affect school performance.  

Chronic absenteeism especially affects students living in poverty. Consistent academic instruction 
is the key to helping them break the cycle. Children who are chronically absent in kindergarten and first 
grade are less likely to read proficiently by third grade, and students who do not read well by that critical 
juncture are more likely to struggle in school. They are also more likely to be chronically absent in later 
years, since they never developed good attendance habits.  

While we work hard to prevent it, absenteeism can’t solely be viewed as an administrative matter. 
We use a pyramid of  interventions to support children facing attendance challenges. However, schools 
cannot do this work alone. We are calling on the entire community to help. Partnerships with health care 
providers, mental health agencies, transportation groups and others are already in the works. In order to 
make a difference, we need employers, faith-based groups, parents, and neighbors to encourage school 
attendance.  

 Parents can build a habit of  good attendance by sticking to reasonable bedtimes and other rou-
tines and avoiding vacations while school is in session. Teachers will reinforce these messages regularly. 
Community members can step forward to mentor children who have attendance issues and encourage 
them to see the lifetime benefits of  being in school every day. 

 We invite you to join us as we continue to prioritize school attendance.   

Every Student.  Every Day.  Attendance really does Matter! 
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A huge thank you to tall of the volunteers that 
helped at the Panther Dash!   

Tracking Student Progress 

by Dr. Brian Maher, Superintendent 

 

               By now, we hope your students are settling in to a healthy and well-balanced routine of school, homework, 
extracurricular activities, and fun.  The months certainly go by quickly and soon enough we will be coming upon the 
end of the first semester! 

               While keeping our sights set on the District’s overall mission “to educate and prepare each student to suc-
ceed in a changing world,” we are also celebrating significant gains in one of the goals outlined in our Strategic Plan.   

               Recently, the South Dakota Department of Education released report cards for each school district in South 
Dakota based on results from tests taken last spring.  In addition to scores for math and reading proficiency, the report card also 
measures attendance and high school graduation rates.  

I am pleased to report the District graduation rate increased more than three full percentage points to 83.85% - up from 
80.55% at the same time last year.  This improvement is the result of hard work by classrooms teachers, counselors, social workers, 
administrators, and support staff who hold weekly meetings to identify students at-risk of falling behind.  Once identified, these stu-
dents receive additional support and personal encouragement to stay on track.  Because of these efforts, 57 students from every race, 
ability, and socioeconomic category recorded by the state, who were at risk of not graduating with their classmates, received their 
high school diploma in June.   

               While we celebrate that improvement, our scores in math and reading are still not at the level we would like.  District third 
grade reading scores continue to trail slightly the State average; however, the District growth rate in reading is higher than the State 
average. In math, the District’s proficiency level increased nearly two percentage points and outpaced the State math scores. The 
math growth rate improved again this year and outpaced the State growth rate more than four percent. 

               I can assure you teachers study these assessments and others done throughout the year to determine which skills students 
have yet to master.  Future lessons focus on those skills to eliminate gaps in understanding. 

               In the end, test scores and graduation rates give us the “big picture” of student progress, but we know if students are to be 
successful, educators must focus on the individual needs of each student.  This important work is going on every day in your child’s 
school.   We are grateful for the support and encouragement parents/guardians and siblings can provide at home.  Together we can 
meet student achievement goals in the future. 
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Coming and Going to School: 
 The circle drive in front of  the school is a fire lane. It should never be used to park and 

go into the school or onto the playground.  It is only a loading and unloading area. 

 We keep the front row of  parking in our lot for people who visit the school or need to 
park and come in. 

 For those families of  bus students – If  your child’s after school plans change and they 
are not riding the bus, please notify the school no later than 2:00 so we can update our 
bus check-off  lists. 

 Changes in after school plans - If  you need to notify the school of  a change for your 
child’s after school plans, please call the school by 2:00.  We call students to the office 
for messages before dismissal time. 

 Arrival Time in the Morning – Thank you parents/guardians for ensuring that your 
child gets to school on time, but not too early.  Students are supervised at breakfast at 
7:40 am or at 7:50 am on the playground.  Students should not be on school grounds 
without parent supervision before these times.  (Kid’s, Inc. also runs a morning program 
before school, if  your schedule requires these services.) 

 For families of  bus students  -  If  your child’s after school plans change and they are not 
riding the bus, please notify the school no later than 2:00 so we can update our bus 
check off  lists. 

 The parking lot drive through loop on the far west side of  the school building is for 
buses and day care vans, only, in the morning, from 7:30 to approximately 8:00.  If  you 
see a supervisor at the crosswalk, on the sidewalk, or a school bus in the lot, please do 
not turn into this area to drop off  students.  This is only allowed after the buses have all 
cleared. 
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Date Time Activity 

Sun 10/1/17 2pm Panther Dash on Bike Trails 

10/2-10/31 window 5th grade– Gallup Poll Survey 

10/2-11/2 window Naglieri Gifted testing for grade 2 

Tues 10/3/17 6-8pm Roller Skating Party @ Skate City 

Fri 10/6/17 All Day Spirit Wear Day 

Tues 10/10/17 AM Pettigrew Rule Creation Delegate Assembly 

Tues 10/17/17 3:30-7:30pm Conferences & Book Fair 

Thurs 10/19/17 3-8pm Pettigrew Night at SkyZone 

Fri 10/20/17 All Day NO SCHOOL 

Mon 10/23/17 11:30-3:30pm Conferences & Book Fair 

Mon 10/23/17 3:30-7:30pm Conferences & Book Fair 

Mon 10/30/17 6:30-7:30pm PTO Meeting in Library 

Tues 10/31/17 1:55-2:55 Halloween Classroom Parties (alternative activities provided) 

Wed 11/1/17 AM Picture Retake Day 

Thurs 11/2/17 7:00pm 5th grade vocal concert  

Fri 11/3/17 All Day Last Day of quarter 1– Pettigrew Spirit Wear Day 

Thurs 11/23/17 All Day NO SCHOOL  -  Thanksgiving Day 

Fri 11/24/17 All Day NO SCHOOL  -  Thanksgiving Break 

Tues 11/14/17 Orchestra 6;30 

Band 7:15 

Band/Orchestra Informance in the Pettigrew Gym (no matinee) 

Wed 11/22/17 All Day NO SCHOOL  -  Compensatory Day 

Thurs 11/16/17 3:00-8:00pm Pettigrew Night at SkyZone 

Fri 11/10/17 All Day No School– Veteran’s Day 

Fri 11/3/17 6:30pm-8pm School Dance for Pettigrew Families 

10/24 to 10/25 5-8pm Culver’ s night  (see ad on page 2) 

Important Dates 
October/November 
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Meet The RIDERS

 

Competitive Dance and Cheer 
October 9  -  5:30 Sanford Pentagon 

 

Cross Country 
October 12  -  4:00 Yankton Trails 

 

Girls Basketball 
December 19  -  5:00@ RHS (varsity 7:00) 
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Visit our Culver’s Restaurant on Tuesday, Oct 24th & Wednesday 
Oct 25th, 2017 between 5:00pm and 8:00pm and we will donate 

10% of  Dine-In sales to the Pettigrew Elementary PTO. 
Enjoy a delicious meal, help a local Sioux Falls school, and feel good all over. 
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