
R.F. Pettigrew 

From the Principal’s Desk 

 November 
2017 

R.F. Pettigrew                 
Elementary School          
7900 W. 53rd Street                           
Sioux Falls, SD  57106                          
605-362-3560 

Relay Service for Hearing Im-
paired:   dial 711, then desired 
number 

Principal                                             
Mr. Kevin Dick,                                     
Kevin.Dick@k12.sd.us 

School Hours                                    
8:10 a.m. to 2:55 p.m. 

Playground is supervised begins 
at 7:50 am                                                                                
If your Child is sick…                           
If your child will miss school be-
cause of illness, please call the office 
at 362-3560 before 8:30am.  Feel 
free to leave a message on the 
voicemail if you have trouble getting 
through or if you need to call before 
school hours. 

If your child will be absent in the 
morning, but will return by his/her 
lunch time, remember to call the 
office before 8:30am to add to the 
day’s lunch count.  Otherwise, you 
must pack a lunch to   ensure your 

child has something to eat. 

Check out the NEW RFP Website: 

https://www.rfpettigrew.org/ 

Up to date information                                               
and volunteer opportunities! 

Vice President:  Sarah Olimb 

sarahkolimb@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Sarah Stokes                                
smstokes@sio.midco.net 

Treasurer:  Janet Schlueter                              
rfptreasurer@outlook.com 

Co-Presidents:                                                                                                   
April Grabow                                                                       

april_grabow@yahoo.com                                                                              
And                                                                                                            

Marianne Mergen                                                                                                  
mariannelynn@hotmail.com 

PTO Board Contact Information 

Students who are involved in extracurricular activities—from chess 
club to cheerleading to chorus—tend to have higher self-esteem 
and stronger connections to school. But an overloaded schedule 
with too many activities can have the opposite effect, leaving your 
child—and you!—stressed. Keep these tips in mind for managing 
your child’s activity load. Aim for 3 activities. Though every child is 
different, psychologists often suggest involving a child in no more 

than three activities at a time: one social activity (like Boys’ Club or a church 
group); one physical activity (like gymnastics, swimming, or basketball); and 
one artistic activity, such as an art class or music lessons. Limit involvement. 
To avoid burnout, keep involvement in any one activity to just a day or two a 
week, unless your child absolutely begs for more. Check with them periodically 
to make sure they are still eager to attend; if not, scale back. Broaden their hori-
zons. Although following your child’s interests is important, introduce your 
child to something new, whether it’s a new sport, a musical instrument, or a 
group like Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts. The secret to keeping enthusiasm high is 
to start slowly and gauge your child’s interest before committing beyond the 
first few sessions. Be supportive, not critical. No matter what your child is in-
terested in, remember that your job as a parent is to be supportive. The point 
of activities is to expand your child’s interests and abilities, not to transform 
him or her into a child prodigy or the next sports superstar. Schedule down-
time. Children need time to ponder, explore, and play— but an overloaded 
schedule prevents that. Make sure that when the day is over and the homework 
is done, there’s still time for your child to be a kid. Change it up. Specializing in 
one activity— especially a sport—at a very young age can be harmful.  

Continued on page 2 
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Pediatricians discourage the kind of repetitive movements that come from concentrated eff ort in one sport. Plus, kids 
who dedicate themselves to a single sport early can burn out later and may regret not trying other sports. Watch for signs 
of stress. The stress of trying to keep up with too many planned activities can take a physical toll on your child. Watch for 
signs of stress, including stomachaches and headaches, difficulty paying attention, a drop-off in interest in activities he or 
she used to enjoy, and increased “clinginess” with a parent or other close adult (e.g., teacher, babysitter). If you notice any 
of these signs, chances are your child needs to cut back on activities and destress. Decompress at home. Make sure 
there’s room in your schedule for family time. Children need to have meals with their parents, hear bedtime stories, share 
chores, and play games. Extra-curricular activities can help children learn and grow, but remember that what your child 
needs first and foremost is to feel special and loved. 

Last month, during our parent teacher conferences and book fair, we conducted a coin drive whose proceeds will go to-
ward buying more books for Pettigrew School.  The generosity and participation of our students and families was evident 
during that event.  We will be conducting one more coin drive this year, and it will be this month of November.  The 
proceeds of this effort will go directly to the United Way campaign in our community, that provides a myriad of services 
to students who have needs that might not be met by other agencies in the community.  We donated over $2,000 for 
books at Pettigrew, and in this month when our thoughts are often turned to those that are less fortunate than we are, 
this coin drive will make a significant impact on our own community in Sioux Falls.  Thanks for allowing your family to 
participate in both of these ventures, and thanks for your generosity, too.  Just before Thanksgiving, our Student Council 
will also be coordinating a Hygiene Products drive at our school, and all of these products will be given to area food 
banks, to be distributed to families and individuals that are in need.  Pettigrew has always been a generous community, 
and I doubt that this month will be any different than the past.  As we enter this holiday season of the year, we are thank-
ful that we can participate and also donate to causes that are worthy and that will benefit a number of people in our com-
munity. 

Continued from Page 1�

A huge thank you from PTO to all of  the parents that  

volunteered to help at the book fair in October!  

 These wonderful events are only possible  

because of  our volunteers! 
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Student Engagement Through Coding 

By Dr. Brian Maher, Superintendent 

 In the world of education, a considerable amount of time is spent implementing strategies to in-
crease student engagement. While teaching the need-to-know skills to be successful in reading, writing, 
and math, schools continue to be challenged by the reality that today’s students need a bigger nudge to 
come to school than just wanting to learn.   

 Today’s students are growing up with the expectations that schools and learning will keep pace 
with the super-charged lives they have at home, guaranteed to them by smart phones, 24-hour news and 

entertainment channels, and fast-food restaurants.  Enter an opportunity to implement computer science immersion in 
three Sioux Falls Elementary Schools. 

 This fall, the District launched the computer science immersion program at Hayward, Lowell, and Anne Sulli-
van Elementary Schools.  The computer programming curriculum is guided by California-based Code to the Future 
who assigns a trainer to the schools, helping both teachers and students embed computer coding into their math, read-
ing, science and social studies classes.  The theory is that the critical thinking and collaboration that is required in to-
day’s world can no longer be found on the pages of an encyclopedia or dictionary.  

 Learning must be real-world, hands-on and immediate. Computer science immersion is proving to be that and 
so much more. This month, we are inviting school and business leaders from around the region to see the program in 
action. There is great interest. Local business partners and curious computer-focused companies have an ongoing op-
portunity to participate in demonstrations of learning hosted by Kindergarten through 5th graders who are already ac-
complishing the basic coding commands key to the technology that makes our world work. 

 Code to the Future uses the phrase “Awesome is the New Normal” to generate excitement and engagement. 
The high-level problem-solving skills students are learning through computer science immersion are, indeed, awesome 
and one day perhaps this type of learning will be considered the new “normal.”  For now, it is a cutting-edge program 
that has students not wanting to even take a break to use the restroom.  Now, that is engagement!     

�

The Pettigrew Night at Culvers was a success!   

PTO raised $300 because Pettigrew families dined at Culvers Oct. 24th and 25th 

Way to support our school! 
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Coming and Going to School: 
 The circle drive in front of  the school is a fire lane. It should never be used to park and 

go into the school or onto the playground.  It is only a loading and unloading area. 

 We keep the front row of  parking in our lot for people who visit the school or need to 
park and come in. 

 For those families of  bus students – If  your child’s after school plans change and they 
are not riding the bus, please notify the school no later than 2:00 so we can update our 
bus check-off  lists. 

 Changes in after school plans - If  you need to notify the school of  a change for your 
child’s after school plans, please call the school by 2:00.  We call students to the office 
for messages before dismissal time. 

 Arrival Time in the Morning – Thank you parents/guardians for ensuring that your 
child gets to school on time, but not too early.  Students are supervised at breakfast at 
7:40 am or at 7:50 am on the playground.  Students should not be on school grounds 
without parent supervision before these times.  (Kid’s, Inc. also runs a morning program 
before school, if  your schedule requires these services.) 

 For families of  bus students  -  If  your child’s after school plans change and they are not 
riding the bus, please notify the school no later than 2:00 so we can update our bus 
check off  lists. 

 The parking lot drive through loop on the far west side of  the school building is for 
buses and day care vans, only, in the morning, from 7:30 to approximately 8:00.  If  you 
see a supervisor at the crosswalk, on the sidewalk, or a school bus in the lot, please do 
not turn into this area to drop off  students.  This is only allowed after the buses have all 
cleared. 

�



School Related Cancellations and Postponements 

 
It is important to be prepared for the winter storms and extreme cold that every South Dakota winter 
brings.  Please read the following information so you are aware of the procedures for school related can-
cellations and postponements. 

District leaders rely on experts from the National Weather Service and city/county officials when we 
make decisions on school cancellations, late starts or early dismissals.  

Cancelling School/Late Start 

When a severe storm hits the area, or is forecast, we start contacting local officials as early as 3:00 a.m.  We 
communicate with our Operational Services Department, the Weather Bureau, the City Street Department, 
Sioux Falls Transit, and our transportation contractors. It is our goal to decide whether or not to cancel 
school by 5 a.m. to allow time for parking lots and sidewalks to be cleared, food services to prepare meals 
and the bus company to begin operations.  In the event that school needs to be cancelled or delayed, fami-
lies will be alerted via a ParentLink phone call.  These calls will generally be sent between the hours of 6 
a.m. and 6:30 a.m. to accommodate families whose children are picked up by buses at 6:45 a.m. Announce-
ments are also made on the District’s website, the app and over the local radio and television stations. 

Because the public schools have a limited rural area, it is often possible for Sioux Falls to have school 
when nearby towns may not. 

 

Early Dismissal 
Storms occasionally move in during the day, making it necessary to assess whether or not to dismiss school 
early.  We choose early dismissal only under the most extreme circumstances.  In most cases, it is safer for 
students to remain at school due to the need for transportation and proper supervision.  In the rare instances 
when schools are dismissed early, families will receive a ParentLink phone call and the information will ap-
pear on the District’s website at www.sf.k12.sd.us.  Announcements are also made over the local radio and 
television stations.  

Notifications refer to dismissal “one hour early” or “two hours early” because of the number of different 
building schedules.  In addition to noting the early dismissal, announcements about evening activities are 
normally included. 

It is very important that every family has a plan for early dismissal. Be sure your student knows where to 
go in case no one is at home. Parents/Guardians are urged to talk with their student about his/her safety 
during winter weather emergencies.   

 
Be Safe This Winter 
The school system offers these suggestions concerning cold weather and 

emergency situations: 

1. Listen for a ParentLink phone call regarding school closings, late starts, or early dismissals.  Check 
the District’s website at www.sf.k12.sd.us for updated information.  Announcements will also be made on 
local radio and television stations.  (Please avoid calling schools or the Instructional Planning Center. 
Phone lines are needed for emergency communications.) 

2. Make sure students are properly dressed for predicted weather conditions so they are prepared for 
walking or waiting for a bus in the cold or for being delayed on a bus in a weather-related situation. 

3. Students should not arrive at school until the scheduled time for outdoor staff supervision or the breakfast pro-
gram begins.   

4. Develop a plan and inform your student about where your student will go if school is dismissed early.   

5. School officials will use their best judgment about school closings, late starts, or early dismissals, but 
please remember that a parent has the right to keep children home or to pick them up from school early 
if they feel weather conditions require this action. 

 
�
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Date Time Activity 

Fri 11/3/17 All Day Last Day of quarter 1– Pettigrew Spirit Wear Day 

Fri 11/3/17 6:30pm-8pm School Dance for Pettigrew Families 

Fri 11/10/17 All Day No School– Veteran’s Day 

Tues 11/14/17 Orchestra 6;30 

Band 7:15 

Band/Orchestra Informance in the Pettigrew Gym (no matinee) 

Thurs 11/16/17 3:00-8:00pm Pettigrew Night at SkyZone 

Wed 11/22/17 All Day NO SCHOOL  -  Compensatory Day 

Thurs 11/23/17 All Day NO SCHOOL  -  Thanksgiving Day 

Fri 11/24/17 All Day NO SCHOOL  -  Thanksgiving Break 

Fri 12/8/17 All Day Pettigrew Spirit Wear Day 

Thurs 12/21/17 3;00-8:00pm Pettigrew Night at SkyZone 

Fri 12/22/17 1:55-2:55 Christmas Classroom Parties (alternative activities provided) 

Dec 23– Jan 2 All Day NO SCHOOL– Winter Break 

Wed 1/3/18 All Day Classes Resume 

Jan8-26 window District MAP testing (K-5) 

Important Dates 
November/December 

A big thank you to all of  the families that donated items for      
conference meals during conferences!   

Our teachers appreciate the wonderful food provided  

on these long, busy days! 



How can we help 200 families in need?  Help us meet 
this challenge and show how AWESOME  

R.F. Pettigrew Elementary is! 
The R.F. Pettigrew Student Council would like to issue a challenge to 
our school to see if we can help 200 families through dona-

tions of the following items! 

The Collection will take place 

November 20th and 21st! 
             Kindergarten/1st grade-Bars of Soap 

2nd/3rd grade-Deodorant/Shampoo 
4th/5th grade- Rolls of Toilet paper 

These items will be made into Hygiene packs to be dis-
tributed through an organization called Food to You: Mobile Food 
Pantry.  Below is a little about what this organization does each week during 
the month.  Check out their website: www.mobilefoodpantry.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The first four Thursdays of each month the Mobile Food Pantry, an outreach of Charis Ministry Partners, provides grocery distribution at four 
sites. Individuals and families can use the Mobile Food Pantry once each month to receive groceries and personal hygiene item for their house-
hold. The items people receive (produce, bread, eggs, pastries, and the “food of the month”) help fill the gaps between what welfare assistance 
programs provide and what people actually need each month. 
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