
R.F. Pettigrew  May               
2018 

From the Principal’s Desk 

R.F. Pettigrew                 
Elementary School          
7900 W. 53rd Street                           
Sioux Falls, SD  57106                          
605-362-3560 

Relay Service for Hearing Im-
paired:   dial 711, then desired 
number 

Principal                                             
Mr. Kevin Dick,                                     
Kevin.Dick@k12.sd.us 

School Hours                                    
8:10 a.m. to 2:55 p.m. 

Playground is supervised begins 
at 7:50 am                                                                                
If your Child is sick…                           
If your child will miss school be-
cause of illness, please call the office 
at 362-3560 before 8:30am.  Feel 
free to leave a message on the 
voicemail if you have trouble getting 
through or if you need to call before 
school hours. 

If your child will be absent in the 
morning, but will return by his/her 
lunch time, remember to call the 
office before 8:30am to add to the 
day’s lunch count.  Otherwise, you 
must pack a lunch to   ensure your 

child has something to eat. 

Check out the NEW RFP Website: 

https://www.rfpettigrew.org/ 

Up to date information                                               
and volunteer opportunities! 

PTO Board Contact Information 

Vice President:  Sarah Olimb 

sarahkolimb@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Sarah Stokes                                
smstokes@sio.midco.net 

Treasurer:  Janet Schlueter                             
rfptreasurer@outlook.com 

Co-Presidents:                                                                                                   
April Grabow                                                                       

april_grabow@yahoo.com                                                                              
And                                                                                                            

Marianne Mergen                                                                                                  
mariannelynn@hotmail.com 

I want to encourage you, as parents, by letting you know that all 
the support you give your students and their educators at Pettigrew 
is much appreciated and so vital to the progress that your children 
make in their educational careers.  We feel so fortunate to play a 
part of this life long journey of learning.  The support and encour-
agement that your children feel from you during the school year is 

something that is easy to let slide during the fun and busy summer months.  
However, the fact that a summer slide in academic performance is a real thing is 
historically accurate and has been proven by research.  The fact that this aca-
demic slip can have implications into next school year and beyond is also backed 
up by data.  With Sioux Falls Schools conducting both end of year and begin-
ning of year assessments, now, parents and the school will actually be able to see 
the impact that summer may have had on a particular student’s performance in 
the classroom. 

 
The good news is that research also shows that this summer slide is very easy to 
prevent from a parent’s perspective.  Programs like the summer reading pro-
grams at the public library, Pettigrew Library’s summer reading initiative, and 
other activities as simple as dedicating time each day to having students read and 
write, (reading with a parent or older sibling, writing out required information 
such as shopping lists, trip itineraries, diary notes, etc) are all excellent strategies 
parents can employ to make summer months have a positive impact on student 
achievement.  If a parent feels that there is additional academic assistance that is 
needed, there are many different avenues they can look at as well.  There is the 
Summer Bridge program at the public libraries, several for-pay tutoring services 
available in Sioux Falls, and contacting a tutor on the Sioux Falls School Dis-
trict’s list of tutors are just several ideas.  Any of those programs can be very 
beneficial to students and can allow the freedom of scheduling in summertime 
to be used for academic profit.  Contact your classroom teacher if you need as-
sistance in pursuing any of those options this summer. 

Continued on Page 2 
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Another thing that we can do throughout the school year is to be involved at school as a family.  Students spend 6 hours 
a day or more at school, and we fill their schedules up pretty full.  In a community such as ours, parents’ and guardians’ 
schedules run even tighter.  Yet in the midst of all that busyness, research also tells us that when parents are involved in 
their students’ formal education, there is a direct educational achievement benefit.  One way for parents and families to 
get involved is to be an active member and take on some leadership positions in the PTO organization at school.  Cur-
rently, our PTO is looking for a few key positions of leadership, whether that be for the entire year, or someone to just 
lead one or two events.  While this is time that needs to be budgeted, every PTO Executive I have talked to in my 30 
years of public education, has never regretted their involvement in the school life and all the activity that goes along with 
it.  There may be some long hours at a book fair or long meetings as decisions are made, but they have always felt that 
their family, their school and their students have benefitted from all those efforts.  Please think about reaching out to 
one of the PTO Executives and offer some assistance.  It would be sad if some of the programs we have become accus-
tomed to won’t happen next year, due to lack of involvement from committed parents such as yourselves. 

 
Finally, one quick note about security at Pettigrew.  I wrote about some pending changes that will be happening in the 
front office at Pettigrew back in the newsletter article that was published in March, 2018.  Those plans were delayed by 
the district for a couple months, but we have been notified that they are once again going to be put in place this spring, 
so all visitors will need to be prepared to show a government issued photo ID.  Please see the excerpt from the March 
newsletter that will take effect sometime soon in May.  Enjoy the beautiful spring weather as we move quickly into sum-
mer. 

As Published In MARCH PTO NEWSLETTER: 
In its ongoing quest to maintain the highest level of student and staff safety, the Sioux Falls School District will be in-
stalling a visitor management system at Pettigrew.  This system has been implemented in some high schools and other 
schools in Sioux Falls, so visitors to these schools may be familiar with this system, already.  This system requires all visi-
tors to produce a government issued ID prior to entry during school hours.  An ID badge will be generated which 
MUST be worn in a visible location while you are in the building.  Parents and visitors are reminded that when this sys-
tem is in place, they should have their ID available when coming to school during the school day, or when the office is 
open.  Further detailed information about the school district's Visitor Policy, ECAB-R can be viewed at the Safe and Se-
cure site on the District website:  www.sf.k12.sd.us .   
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I’m not sure of  what your experience might have been, but when I was a student, it felt like 
the final day of  school would never arrive!  Invariably, the school year went by slowly while 
the summer seemed to clip along in a flash.  Then came adulthood.  Now, entire years 
come and go in the blink of  an eye  

If  you’re a summer lover, I’ve got some mixed news for you.  First, the good news: each 
day, we are inching closer to the coveted break when teachers breathe a sigh of  relief, students roam 
freely on their bikes in their neighborhoods, and parents can ease up a bit on bedtime routines.  Sum-
mer break is right around the corner.  Please note, however, that the break will be coming one day lat-
er than previously planned thanks to Mother Nature.  On March 6, 2018, an impending snowstorm 
cancelled classes.  And, as indicated on the bottom of  all school calendars, cancelled days are made up 
at the end of  the school year.  In April, the School Board voted to move the last day of  classes to Fri-
day, June 1, 2018. 

 Depending on whether you’re a glass half-full or a glass half-empty kind of  person, that news 
will impact you differently when I follow it with the realization that the 2018-19 school year begins on 
Thursday, August 23, 2018.  Now, before you become too disappointed, I am happy to tell you that 
we will all still enjoy nearly 12 full weeks of  fun in the sun! 

You may recall that after a public vote in 2015, classes started after Labor Day for three 
years.  Starting in 2018, a committee of  stakeholders worked to determine the parameters for the 
coming calendar.  This fall, we will try that new calendar for the first time.  The start date will be 
Thursday, August 23, 2018. 

 School calendars are emotional issues.  But the bottom line is this – no matter when you start 
and end a school year, every day requires a 110% effort by students, staff, and parents if  we hope to 
achieve our mission “to educate and prepare each student to succeed in a changing world.”  That said, 
let’s partner together to finish this school year strong.  Encourage your child to study hard, stay fo-
cused, and know that summer break is their reward!  Soon enough, we will be back in the store aisles 
purchasing school supplies! 

Finish Strong; Stay Focused 

By Dr. Brian Maher, Superintendent 
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Important Dates May/June 2018 

Date Time Activity 

Apr 30-May 18 Window District MAP Testing K-5 

Tues may 8th 7:00pm 5th grade Band Concert– Memorial Middle School 

May 7-May 11 All Week Teacher Appreciation Week 

Thurs May 10 8:30/9:15 Images of  the World Assembly k-2@ 830, 3-5 @ 915 

Mon May 14 6:30-7:30pm PTO Meeting in Pettigrew Library 

Thurs May 17 3:00-8:00pm Pettigrew Night at SkyZone 

Fri May 18 All Day Pettigrew Spirit Wear Day 

Mon May 28 All Day NO SCHOOL Memorial Day 

Tues May 29 All Day Field Day 

Weds May 30 All Day 5th grade Retreat Day 

Fri June 1 8:45 & 10am Awards Day Ceremony in Pettigrew Gym (tentative) 

Fri June 1 All Day Last day of  fourth Quarter 

Want to get involved  

at Pettigrew ? 

Join PTO! 
The next PTO meeting is Monday, 
May 14th at 6:30pm in the library 
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Barb Wigg’s passion is helping struggling 
young readers become confident ones. 
That’s why the former elementary educa-
tion teacher (27 years, thank you!) has 
headed Sioux Falls’ Reading Bridge sum-
mer tutoring program since 2001. 

That year 29 kids worked with seven tu-
tors. The 2017 roll call: 700 K through 5th 
graders and 80 tutors! Without summer 
help, Wigg says, kids who find reading a 
challenge can lose as many as two grade 
levels.    

With Reading Bridge, they maintain or 
gain. And it’s free! 

This summer the program will  

be offered at every Siouxland Libraries 
branch – twice weekly one-hour sessions 
― July 9-August 2.  Sign-up begins April 
16. 

Oh yeah … Reading Bridge kids say it’s 
lots of fun! 

 

Learn more, sign up ― click here.  

�

Help for kids to bridge the summer reading gap 
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