
R.F. Pettigrew  January   
2018 

From the Principal’s Desk 

R.F. Pettigrew                 
Elementary School          
7900 W. 53rd Street                           
Sioux Falls, SD  57106                          
605-362-3560 

Relay Service for Hearing Im-
paired:   dial 711, then desired 
number 

Principal                                             
Mr. Kevin Dick,                                     
Kevin.Dick@k12.sd.us 

School Hours                                    
8:10 a.m. to 2:55 p.m. 

Playground is supervised begins 
at 7:50 am                                                                                
If your Child is sick…                           
If your child will miss school be-
cause of illness, please call the office 
at 362-3560 before 8:30am.  Feel 
free to leave a message on the 
voicemail if you have trouble getting 
through or if you need to call before 
school hours. 

If your child will be absent in the 
morning, but will return by his/her 
lunch time, remember to call the 
office before 8:30am to add to the 
day’s lunch count.  Otherwise, you 
must pack a lunch to   ensure your 

child has something to eat. 

Check out the NEW RFP          
Website: 

https://www.rfpettigrew.org/ 

Up to date information                                               
and volunteer opportunities! 

Co-Presidents:                                                                                                    
April Grabow                                                                       

april_grabow@yahoo.com                                                                              
And                                                                                                             

Marianne Mergen                                                                                                  
mariannelynn@hotmail.com 

Vice President:  Sarah Olimb 

sarahkolimb@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Sarah Stokes                                  
smstokes@sio.midco.net 

Treasurer:  Janet Schlueter                                
rfptreasurer@outlook.com 

PTO Board Contact Information 

Have you ever wondered about some of  these ques-
tions?  How much screen time is too much for my 
child?  What is the impact of  screen time on the devel-
opment of  my young child’s brain?  How does it im-
pact other sensory functions of  the child’s brain?  

When is an appropriate time for children to be on social media?  
How much do I control of  a child’s social media interaction?  How 
do I teach them the proper etiquette and use of  social media?  
How much should I monitor my child’s activity on the internet?  
What is the best way to monitor this activity at home and on mo-
bile devices? 

The world of  technology and all of  the advances we have seen in 
recent years draws everyone who is a parent today to the same con-
clusion, it is a much different world that we are raising our children 
in than what we were raised in.  Add to that the impact of  media 
and other factors on the internet that are promoting or displaying 
topics that are far beyond the maturity of  young children, and it 
makes a conscientious parent cringe and maybe often wonder 
where to turn for answers to some of  those pressing questions at 
the top of  this article.  We all want our children to be safe at all 
times, and the stories we hear about predators on the internet and 
in various social media formats makes us all take pause and seek to 
take every step available to ensure our families’ safety and appropri-
ate use of  many of  these easily accessible tools and resources. 

Continued on page 2 
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Pettigrew PTO will be hosting a speaker for the meeting in January!  Zach Seefeldt will 
have a presentation about social media and internet safety.  Some highlights will be: 

 Negative results of  going to bed with a device 

 How screen time affects the brain 

 Info on how each social media site works 

 Conversations to have with your children 

 Parents tips to help safe guard media usage 

Please mark your calendar and plan to attend this event, 

 you will not want to miss it! 

Special PTO Meeting January 22nd 

Continued from Page 1�

Pettigrew PTO is stepping into the discussion and is going to bring a valuable resource to our Pettigrew families this 
month of January, 2018.  During our regular January PTO meeting, a member of the Pettigrew community will be speak-
ing about some of the questions outlined above, and other topics that relate to the use and accessibility of technology and 
social media to our students and children in Sioux Falls, and specifically to our students that are growing up at Pettigrew.  
The meeting will be held in the library at Pettigrew School on Monday night, January 22, 2018 at 6:30 pm.  Zach 
Seefeldt, the husband of one of our teachers, is also a counselor with Stronghold Counseling Services, formerly with 
Southeastern Behavioral Health, has counseled with and served families from Pettigrew in his vocation.  He has also done 
research and presented many sessions on these relevant topics.  He will bring a condensed version of his popular presen-
tation, and then will hope to also give participants a chance to ask some questions that he might not have covered during 
his session.  You will want to mark that date on your calendar, and come early, as availability to seating and space may be 
limited within the constraints of our school library, but we will do what we can to fit in as many as possible.  There will 
be a short, regular PTO meeting after the presentation that evening, too.  Please be aware that some of the topics that 
may be discussed are going addressed from an adult perspective, and so children attendance at this presentation is not 
advised.  Also, be aware, due to space limitations, the PTO no longer provides Child Care services during their meetings, 
as we have other groups using the school facilities on Monday nights as well. 

Upcoming events for the month of January at Pettigrew are as follows:  January dress up days at Pettigrew will be January 
11th, the 80th day of school will be Back to the Future (80s) day, and Friday, January 12th will be our PTO sponsored Petti-
grew Spirit Day.  Roller Skating Party on Tuesday, January 9 from 6:00 to 8:00, PTO meeting on January 22 (see above), 
Pettigrew SkyZone Night is January 18, and there is no school for the end of the second quarter and a teacher work day 
on Friday, January 19.  Right around the corner in early February are the Pizza Bingo Night on February 2, and the 5th 
Grade Band concert on February 6.  Our Parent Teacher Conferences will be held on the nights of February 8, 13 and 15.  
We just started the calendar year of 2018, and now we are already talking about some events that are predicated as 
“spring” events such as concerts and conferences!  Time just keeps marching along!!  
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Building the Teacher Pipeline 
By Dr. Brian Maher, Superintendent 

  

 

You may recall reading in past columns about the Sioux Falls School District’s focus on all 
work relating to the achievement of  the goals adopted in the District’s Strategic Plan. 
Those goals include increasing student attendance, getting more students to graduate on 
time and providing a safe, welcoming environment where students and staff  easily recog-
nize their role in achieving success. 

 Another such goal is recruiting staff  who are more reflective of  the increasingly diverse student 
population we serve.  More than one third of  students report being culturally diverse - 36%. However, 
just 3% of  the teaching staff  reports diversity in their cultural makeup. The Teacher Internship Pro-
gram started this school year with the goal of  recruiting staff  for hard to fill academic areas and to re-
cruit a workforce reflective of  our student population. 

 Six interns from a pool of  30 non-teaching applicants were selected to complete a nine-week 
internship. Four were existing employees while two entered the classroom from outside the District.  
These interns worked – or are still working - side-by-side with a mentor teacher to complete all re-
quirements of  a teacher, including lesson planning, attending meetings, and providing the daily guid-
ance necessary to support young learners. 

 While we will not know for some time whether these internships lead applicants to pursue the 
certification required to teach, we remain committed to the slow but steady process to improve our 
pipeline of  culturally diverse staff. Next fall, high school students who are thinking about pursuing a 
career in education will have the opportunity to take courses on a teacher pathway. These courses are 
currently in development thanks to a committee of  the District’s best and brightest teachers who are 
passionate about preserving and enhancing their profession.   
 
 Choosing a career in public education is a guaranteed way to make an impact on the future. 
While we certainly encourage students to consider education as their chosen profession, the Teacher 
Internship Program also offers opportunities to adults who are considering a career change. Are you 
one of  them?  



Box Tops for Education: {www.boxtops4education.com} for 
more info! 

 *Box Tops Coupons – Clip Box Tops coupons from hundreds 
of participating products found in your local grocery store and 
send them to R.F. Pettigrew. We earn 10₵ for each Box Top 
redeemed. 

*The Box Tops Marketplace –Shop online at your favorite 
stores like JCPenney and Lands’ End through the Box Top for 
Education Marketplace. R.F. Pettigrew earns a percentage of 
each qualifying purchase at no additional cost to you. 

*The Box Tops Book Club – Buy books through the Box Tops 
Book Club and you can earn one Box Top for every dollar 
spent. 

Each year Box Tops for Education donates thousands of dollars to schools in support 

of education.  You can help Pettigrew earn cash for our school.  An easy way to submit 

your box tops is to visit the Pettigrew Webpage and print a sheet to tape or glue them 

to. Follow the link here:   

https://www.rfpettigrew.org/s/Box‐Tops‐For‐Education‐Sheet.pdf  

 

 Thank you for helping support your school! 
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Did you know you can support Pettigrew     
while you shop on AMAZON? 

                                                        

Simply shop smile.amazon.com and select Pettigrew as your charity.   

PTO has fundraising      
all year using these                    

resources: 
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Wanted! 
Pictures for the 2017-2018 Pettigrew Yearbook 

Pettigrew PTO organizes a fun yearbook with our  students’ school pictures and candid photos from 
throughout the year.  Parents– please send in some of  your favorite pictures from classroom parties, 
band and orchestra events, 2nd grade musical, field trips, pizza bingo, skating parties, sky zone night and 
field day as well as any other candid shots from our kids throughout the year!    

Send photos along with info such as students pictured, class room numbers, event, etc. to: 

Sarah Stokes 

PettigrewYearbook@sio.midco.net 

Conferences are coming up in February 

Please be watching for information about conference 
meals in the near future.  Our teachers are very thankful 
to have wonderful families who donate time and food to 
make their days smoother in preparation for conferences! 

February 8, 13 and 15   3:30-7:30pm 
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Are you  looking for a fun way to 

get involved at Pettigrew? 

Pettigrew Pizza Bingo Night 

Friday, February 2nd 

6:30-8:00pm 

Pettigrew Gym 

Please mark your calendar for this fun event!   

Please follow the link to Volunteer: 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080544a5ae22a2fa7-2018  
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Important Dates 
January/February 

Date Time Activity 

January  8-26 window District MAP testing (K-5) 

Tues January 9 6:00-8:00pm Roller Skating at Skate City 

Tues January 9 All Day 4th grade District Writing Assessment 

Fri January 12 All Day Pettigrew Spirit Wear Day 

Thurs January 18 3:00-8:00pm Pettigrew Night at SkyZone 

Thurs January 18 All Day Last Day of Quarter 2 

Fri January 19 All Day No School– Teacher Work Day 

Mon January 22 6:30-7:30pm PTO Meeting– Meeting with Zach Seefeldt Social Medial and Internet Safety 

Fri February 2 6:30-8pm Pizza Bingo in the Pettigrew Gym and MPR 

Fri February 2 All Day `Pettigrew Spirit Wear Day—Jersey Day (for Super Bowl) 

Tues February 6 7:00pm 5th grade Band Concert in the Pettigrew Gym (No Matinee) 

Thurs February 8 3:30-7:30pm Conferences 

Tues February 13 3:30-7:30pm Conferences 

Wed February 14 1:55-2:55pm Valentine Classroom Parties 

Thurs February 15 3:00-8:00pm Pettigrew Night at SkyZone 

Thurs February 15 3:30-7:30pm Conferences 

Fri February 16 All Day No School 

Mon February 19 All Day No School 

Tues February 20 All Day No School 

Wed February 21 All Day No School 

   

https://www.rfpettigrew.org/ 
Check out the Pettigrew web page for 

any school info 
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�

Pettigrew Roller Skating Party! 

January 9, 2018 

6:00pm-8:00pm 
Admission $4.50 

Roller Skates $2 

Inline Skates $3 

Pettigrew receives a donation for each paid skater! 
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MAP® Assessments Sioux Falls School District  
  

  

Dear Parent or Guardian:  

During the weeks of January 3 to 18, your student will take tests called Measures of Academic Progress® (MAP®). We 
give students MAP tests to determine your student’s instructional level and to measure academic growth throughout 
the school year, and from year to year in the areas of reading, math and language usage. Your student will take the tests 
on a computer.   

MAP tests are unique in that they adapt to be appropriate for your student’s level of learning. This means that the test 
becomes more difficult the more questions your student answers correctly.  When your student incorrectly answers a 
question, the test becomes easier. Therefore, your student will take a test specifically created for his or her learning lev-
el.  As a result, each student has the same opportunity to succeed and maintain a positive attitude toward testing.  And 
with MAP tests, we can administer shorter tests and use less class time while still receiving detailed, accurate infor-
mation about your student’s growth. Over the next few weeks, your student will spend a total of about two to three 
hours completing these tests.  

Your student’s MAP results will be reported in RIT scores. This is a different type of score than a typical test that pro-
vides a percentage correct. It is also different from many tests that provide results based on your student’s score com-
pared to others in his or her grade.  Instead, the RIT score is an equal-interval scale, like feet and inches, that is inde-
pendent of grade level. As a result, we can easily measure growth in learning. This type of score increases the value of 
the tests as a tool to improve student learning because it enables teachers to recognize where to focus attention for 
your student’s learning.  

Each school year, students in grades kindergarten through six take the tests in September, January, and May, with Sep-
tember being optional for kindergarten. Following each testing period, you will receive a report showing your student’s 
growth.   

We are truly excited to begin a new era that focuses on every student’s individual growth and achievement. Partnering 
to help all kids learn, parents and teachers can have a profound positive effect on the lives of our children.   

For more information on resources for parents, download the Parent Toolkit found at https://www.nwea.org/parent-
toolkit/  

On the following page, you will find suggestions for preparing your student to take this assessment.  If you have any 
questions regarding the MAP® Assessments, please feel free to contact your student’s teacher or building principal.  

Thank you for your help and cooperation! 
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Here are some things  

YOUR STUDENT can do: 

Here are some things 

 YOU can do: 

REST 

Get a good night’s sleep before the test 

DISCUSS 

Help your child understand that a test provides a 
chance to show what a student knows about a subject 

and how the teacher can best help the child learn. 

EAT 

A good breakfast on the morning of a test is im-
portant.  Test taking uses lots of energy! 

SUPPORT 

See that your child maintains regular habits, but don’t 
ask for extra study time for this test.  It covers more 
schoolwork than can be learned in a few extra hours. 

LISTEN 

Listen carefully to the directions that are given for the 
test and follow them exactly.  If the directions are not 
clear, ask the teacher to repeat them or to explain the 

directions again. 

RELAX 

Reassure your child about the test-taking experience.  
Students who are calm and sure of themselves do 

better on a test. 

TRY 

Do your best!  Even if some parts of the test seem 
hard, keep trying and don’t give up. 

 

How to Prepare your student for the MAP Assessments 


