
R.F. Pettigrew  December 
2017 

R.F. Pettigrew                 
Elementary School          
7900 W. 53rd Street                           
Sioux Falls, SD  57106                          
605-362-3560 

Relay Service for Hearing Im-
paired:   dial 711, then desired 
number 

Principal                                             
Mr. Kevin Dick,                                     
Kevin.Dick@k12.sd.us 

School Hours                                    
8:10 a.m. to 2:55 p.m. 

Playground is supervised begins 
at 7:50 am                                                                                
If your Child is sick…                           
If your child will miss school be-
cause of illness, please call the office 
at 362-3560 before 8:30am.  Feel 
free to leave a message on the 
voicemail if you have trouble getting 
through or if you need to call before 
school hours. 

If your child will be absent in the 
morning, but will return by his/her 
lunch time, remember to call the 
office before 8:30am to add to the 
day’s lunch count.  Otherwise, you 
must pack a lunch to   ensure your 

child has something to eat. 

Check out the NEW RFP Website: 

https://www.rfpettigrew.org/ 

Up to date information                                               
and volunteer opportunities! 

PTO Board Contact Information 

Vice President:  Sarah Olimb 

sarahkolimb@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Sarah Stokes                                           
smstokes@sio.midco.net 

Treasurer:  Janet Schlueter                                         
rfptreasurer@outlook.com 

Co-Presidents:                                                                                                          
April Grabow                                                                       

april_grabow@yahoo.com                                                                              
And                                                                                                                   

Marianne Mergen                                                                                                   
mariannelynn@hotmail.com 

From the Principal’s Desk 
The holiday season we are in the midst of brings with it many   
opportunities for families and organizations to either donate to a 
worthy cause, work for the benefit of a worthy cause, or in some 
way, show support for the efforts of others.  At Pettigrew, we have 
a number of community service projects that commence during 

this season, and we have enjoyed having a successful and significant impact on 
the agencies we have donated to.  These benevolent efforts already began this 
fall, as our students raised money for Pettigrew books with the donation of 
coins to the book fair collection.  This donation was all matched by Scholastic, 
to raise funds for schools and other organizations that need books but don’t 
have the means to purchase them, directly.  We also collected coins for the 
United Way Campaign, Coins for Kids, that gave its proceeds directly to the 
overall United Way effort.  We know how meaningful the United Way agency 
has been in the lives of some families and children in our community, and this 
donation will continue to support those efforts.  Then, just before Thanksgiv-
ing, our Student Council had a Hygiene Products donation drive, with the pro-
ceeds being given to the Mobile Food Pantry.  It was interesting to me that 
from some accounts, even the merchants in some area stores became aware of 
Pettigrew efforts because of all the Pettigrew students and families that were 

purchasing these products in their store during this campaign.   At least 
once each school year, each classroom joins their team or plans one 

such event like this, and many plan to do this during this holiday season of giv-
ing.  It is always a family’s decision to participate, so please don’t feel pressured 
to give, but we believe service learning is an important part or our mission at 
Pettigrew, so we will include all students in these activities in each classroom.  

Continued on page 2 
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We will be having our classroom parties on Friday, December 22 from 1:55 to the end of  the day.  It has 
also been tradition that our students and staff  enjoy a holiday sing-along before our parties.  Parents and 
guardians are welcome to come to the party in the classroom, but because the sing-along is not a student 
performance but a fun activity that our staff  wants to share with our students, and because of  the space 
limitations when we all gather in the gym as we will at this time, we respectfully request that parents not 
plan to attend the sing-along.  Also, we want our classroom parties to be an enjoyable time for our Petti-
grew students to enjoy with their classmates, so younger siblings will not be allowed to attend the class-
room party. 
 
December also brings Open Enrollment season for families who choose to apply for this opportunity 
for their children.  Once a child is approved, that placement stands through their elementary experience.  
However, as you may know, Open Enrollment must be applied for on an individual basis, it does not 
follow families or siblings.  Also, all Open Enrollment applications must be acted on in the order that 
they are received by the district. 
 
Because Pettigrew's enrollment is growing each year, our Open Enrollment may be closing quite early 
this year.  If  you have a child that you will desire to Open Enroll in the kindergarten class at Pettigrew 
next year, it would be wise to get your application in as soon as possible. 
The applications can be picked up at any school or at the Instructional Planning Center (IPC) at 201 
East 38th Street in Sioux Falls.  Application collection began at 8:00 am on Friday, December 1, 2017 at 
IPC.  If  you have questions about this, please call the Pettigrew office at 362-3560. 
 
We hope you have a wonderful December and a blessed holiday season.  We look forward to all the op-
portunities the new year will hold for Pettigrew students and for our whole community. 

Continued from Page 1�

Thank you to our Pettigrew families for the generous donations                   
of  hygiene products in November!   

Over 300 kits were put together by Student Council to help                      
families right here in Sioux Falls! 
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Wanted: Internships/Apprenticeships 

By Dr. Brian Maher, Superintendent 

 

 Think back to the time in your life when you were making the choice about your fu-
ture. Maybe you decided to enter the work force immediately after receiving your high 
school diploma. Perhaps you entered a branch of  the military and served our country. Some 
of  you enrolled in a two-year or four-year postsecondary institution to learn the skills need-
ed to start a career. How did you choose your path?  Did you have all of  the information 
you needed?  Are you doing today what you thought you would be doing back then?   

  

 Today’s students have more career options than ever before, thanks to technology and fast-paced 
advances in nearly every job on the planet.  All of  these options are great – unless, of  course, you find 
out you don’t enjoy your career or that it doesn’t fulfill the financial needs and wants of  your family.  Or, 
maybe you took out loans to pay for college and the right opportunity never came along. 

 These concerns are real.  That is why the Sioux Falls School District and Southeast Technical In-
stitute applied for, and received, a $250,000 grant from Citi Foundation to hire Career Coaches and an 
Internship/Apprenticeship Coordinator.  Further, Governor Dennis Daugaard is committed to the 
cause and has assigned Career Advisors in four South Dakota communities (Sioux Falls, Rapid City, 
Yankton and Brookings) to improve the workforce climate and help students determine the right path 
to achieve their goals.  

 In addition to working with students, these coaches/advisors will be making connections in the 
community.  Internships/Apprenticeships (unpaid or paid) are needed to allow high school students a 
hands-on, first-person look at local companies and how they contribute to our vibrant local economy. 
The goal is to spark a student’s interest and to try them out as a future employee. We hope to offer ex-
periences to 150 students starting second semester.   

 The District already enjoys strong partnerships with many local businesses.  These additional ef-
forts will serve to educate both students and their parents about the career opportunities available right 
here in Sioux Falls.   

There is no reason to leave career planning “to chance.”  The District looks forward to creating 
more meaningful career opportunities for students, a skilled workforce for employers, and the satisfac-
tion of  parents who can rest comfortably, knowing their child has a bright future ahead in a career that 
is just right for them. 

�
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Are you  looking for a fun way to 

get involved at Pettigrew? 

Pettigrew Pizza Bingo Night 

Friday, February 2nd 

6:30-8:00pm 

Pettigrew Gym 

Please mark your calendar for this fun event!   

We will be contacting volunteers to work               

short shifts to make this event possible! 
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Special PTO Meeting January 22nd 
Pettigrew PTO will be hosting a speaker for the meeting in January!  

Zach Seefeldt will have a presentation about social media and              
internet safety.  Some highlights will be: 

 Negative results of  going to bed with a device 

 How screen time affects the brain 

 Info on how each social media site works 

 Conversations to have with your children 

 Parents tips to help safe guard media usage 

 

Please mark your calendar and plan to attend this event, 

 you will not want to miss it! 

�

Wanted! 
Pictures for the 2017-2018 Pettigrew Yearbook 

Pettigrew PTO organizes a fun yearbook with our  students’ school pictures and candid photos from 
throughout the year.  Parents– please send in some of  your favorite pictures from classroom parties, 
band and orchestra events, 2nd grade musical, field trips, pizza bingo, skating parties, sky zone night and 
field day as well as any other candid shots from our kids throughout the year!    

Send photos along with info such as students pictured, class room numbers, event, etc. to: 

Sarah Stokes 

PettigrewYearbook@sio.midco.net 
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Important Dates 
December/January 

Date Time Activity 

Fri December 8 All Day Pettigrew Spirit Wear Day 

Thurs December 21 3;00-8:00pm Pettigrew Night at SkyZone 

Fri December 22 1:55-2:55 Christmas Classroom Parties (alternative activities provided) 

Dec 23– Jan 2 All Day NO SCHOOL– Winter Break 

Wed January 3 All Day Classes Resume 

January  8-26 window District MAP testing (K-5) 

Tues January 9 6:00-8:00pm Roller Skating at Skate City 

Thurs January 18 3:00-8:00pm Pettigrew Night at SkyZone 

Thurs January 18 All Day Last Day of Quarter 2 

Tues February 6 7:00pm 5th grade Band Concert in the Pettigrew Gym (No Matinee) 

Mon January 15 6:30-7:30 PTO Meeting at Pettigrew– Childcare Available 

Fri January 19 All Day No School– Teacher Work Day 

Tues January 9 All Day 4th grade District Writing Assessment 

Fri February 2 All Day `Pettigrew Spirit Wear Day—Jersey Day (for Super Bowl) 

Fri January 12 All Day Pettigrew Spirit Wear Day 

Fri February 2 6:30-8pm Pizza Bingo in the Pettigrew Gym and MPR 
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School Related Cancellations and Postponements 

 
It is important to be prepared for the winter storms and extreme cold that every South Dakota winter 
brings.  Please read the following information so you are aware of the procedures for school related can-
cellations and postponements. 

District leaders rely on experts from the National Weather Service and city/county officials when we 
make decisions on school cancellations, late starts or early dismissals.  

Cancelling School/Late Start 

When a severe storm hits the area, or is forecast, we start contacting local officials as early as 3:00 a.m.  We 
communicate with our Operational Services Department, the Weather Bureau, the City Street Department, 
Sioux Falls Transit, and our transportation contractors. It is our goal to decide whether or not to cancel 
school by 5 a.m. to allow time for parking lots and sidewalks to be cleared, food services to prepare meals 
and the bus company to begin operations.  In the event that school needs to be cancelled or delayed, fami-
lies will be alerted via a ParentLink phone call.  These calls will generally be sent between the hours of 6 
a.m. and 6:30 a.m. to accommodate families whose children are picked up by buses at 6:45 a.m. Announce-
ments are also made on the District’s website, the app and over the local radio and television stations. 

Because the public schools have a limited rural area, it is often possible for Sioux Falls to have school 
when nearby towns may not. 

 

Early Dismissal 
Storms occasionally move in during the day, making it necessary to assess whether or not to dismiss school 
early.  We choose early dismissal only under the most extreme circumstances.  In most cases, it is safer for 
students to remain at school due to the need for transportation and proper supervision.  In the rare instances 
when schools are dismissed early, families will receive a ParentLink phone call and the information will ap-
pear on the District’s website at www.sf.k12.sd.us.  Announcements are also made over the local radio and 
television stations.  

Notifications refer to dismissal “one hour early” or “two hours early” because of the number of different 
building schedules.  In addition to noting the early dismissal, announcements about evening activities are 
normally included. 

It is very important that every family has a plan for early dismissal. Be sure your student knows where to 
go in case no one is at home. Parents/Guardians are urged to talk with their student about his/her safety 
during winter weather emergencies.   

 
Be Safe This Winter 
The school system offers these suggestions concerning cold weather and 

emergency situations: 

1. Listen for a ParentLink phone call regarding school closings, late starts, or early dismissals.  Check 
the District’s website at www.sf.k12.sd.us for updated information.  Announcements will also be made on 
local radio and television stations.  (Please avoid calling schools or the Instructional Planning Center. 
Phone lines are needed for emergency communications.) 

2. Make sure students are properly dressed for predicted weather conditions so they are prepared for 
walking or waiting for a bus in the cold or for being delayed on a bus in a weather-related situation. 

3. Students should not arrive at school until the scheduled time for outdoor staff supervision or the breakfast pro-
gram begins.   

4. Develop a plan and inform your student about where your student will go if school is dismissed early.   

5. School officials will use their best judgment about school closings, late starts, or early dismissals, but 
please remember that a parent has the right to keep children home or to pick them up from school early 
if they feel weather conditions require this action. 



Coming and Going to School: 
 The circle drive in front of  the school is a fire lane. It should never be used to park and 

go into the school or onto the playground.  It is only a loading and unloading area. 

 We keep the front row of  parking in our lot for people who visit the school or need to 
park and come in. 

 For those families of  bus students – If  your child’s after school plans change and they 
are not riding the bus, please notify the school no later than 2:00 so we can update our 
bus check-off  lists. 

 Changes in after school plans - If  you need to notify the school of  a change for your 
child’s after school plans, please call the school by 2:00.  We call students to the office 
for messages before dismissal time. 

 Arrival Time in the Morning – Thank you parents/guardians for ensuring that your 
child gets to school on time, but not too early.  Students are supervised at breakfast at 
7:40 am or at 7:50 am on the playground.  Students should not be on school grounds 
without parent supervision before these times.  (Kid’s, Inc. also runs a morning program 
before school, if  your schedule requires these services.) 

 For families of  bus students  -  If  your child’s after school plans change and they are not 
riding the bus, please notify the school no later than 2:00 so we can update our bus 
check off  lists. 

 The parking lot drive through loop on the far west side of  the school building is for 
buses and day care vans, only, in the morning, from 7:30 to approximately 8:00.  If  you 
see a supervisor at the crosswalk, on the sidewalk, or a school bus in the lot, please do 
not turn into this area to drop off  students.  This is only allowed after the buses have all 
cleared. 

�
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